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OVERVIEW 


In  a democratic  form  of  political  organization  the  authority  to  make  decisions  is 
entrusted  to  the  elected  representatives  of  the  people.  In  such  systems,  the  decision- 
making process  takes  place  according  to  set  rules  and  constitutional  limits.  Other 
forms  of  government  are  organized  in  a dictatorial  manner.  Dictatorships  place  the 
authority  and  power  of  government  in  the  hands  of  a few  members  of  society.  In  this 
module  you  will  study  dictatorship. 


SECTION  1 

Types  and 
Characteristics  of 
Dictatorship 


DICTATORSHIPS 
- POLITICAL 
SYSTEMS 


SECTION  4 


Political  Systems: 
A Summary 
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Evaluation 

Y our  mark  in  this  module  will  be  determined  by  your  work  in  the  Assignment  Booklet. 
Y ou  must  complete  all  assignments.  In  this  module  you  are  expected  to  complete  two 
section  assignments  and  one  final  module  assignment.  Y our  grade  on  this  module  will 
be  calculated  as  follows: 


Section  2 & 3 Assignment  40  marks 
Section  4 Assignment  40  marks 

Final  Module  Assignment  20  marks 


TOTAL  100  marks 


Course  Overview 


This  course  contains  eight  modules.  The  module  you  are  working  on  is  highlighted  in 
a deeper  colour. 


Module  1 
Democracy  - 
Political 
Systems 


' 

Module  2 
Dictatorships  - 


^ Module  7 ^ 

Module  8 ^ 

The  Rise  and 

Maintaining  Peace 

Interaction  of 

and  Security 

Superpowers 

of  Nations 

L 1945-1962  J 

v.  1963-Present  / 
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Section 

l 


Types  and 
Characteristics  of 
Dictatorship 


CHARLIE  COLE/SIPA  PRESS 

One  man  against  an  army.  Single-handed  determination  to  stop  a column  of  tanks. 
“Why  are  you  here?”  the  man  shouts. 


There  is  no  reply.  The  tanks  are  not  those  of  an  enemy  invader.  They  belong  to  this 
man’s  country.  They  are  part  of  the  people’s  army.  Slowly  the  tanks  begin  to  move, 
first  left,  then  right,  clanking  with  menace.  The  man  stands  defiant.  The  tanks  grind 
forward.  Such  is  the  nature  of  a dictatorship. 


How  would  you  let  the  government  know  that  you  disagreed  with  any  of  its  policies 
or  actions?  If  Canada  was  a dictatorship  rather  than  a democracy,  would  you  be  more 
hesitant  to  show  your  disapproval?  In  a democracy,  people  have  a variety  of  ways  to 
voice  their  opinions  and  have  the  power  to  change  the  government  when  an  election 
is  held.  In  a dictatorship,  it  becomes  more  difficult  to  get  the  government  to  respect 
opposing  views  held  by  individuals.  Those  who  do  challenge  the  government  in  a 
dictatorship  require  much  courage. 


Aft 


er  completing  this  section  you  should  be  able  to  do  the  following: 


• understand  the  meaning  of  dictatorship 

• identify  autocracy,  oligarchy,  absolutism,  and  tyranny  of  the  majority  as  types 
of  dictatorship 

• identify  the  methods  used  in  dictatorship  to  maintain  power 

• understand  the  meaning  of  totalitarian  rule 
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Activity  1 : Types  of  Dictatorship 

The  image  of  a student  defiantly  opposing  the  movement  of  a column  of  tanks  was 
inspirational  to  all  people  whose  own  existence  often  seems  diminished  by  the  scale 
of  events  around  them. 

The  western  democracies  rallied  in  support  of  this  spirit  of  democracy  that  was 
challenging  the  communism’s  lack  of  concern  for  personal  freedoms,  and  they 
reacted  in  dismay  as  communist  forces  crushed  the  demonstration. 

Western  journalists  immediately  sent  news  of  the  confrontation. 

In  Canada,  there  was  news  that  the  military  had 
opened  fire  on  the  crowd  of  peaceful 
demonstrators.  Tanks  were  moving 
forward  and  crushing  people  who  stood 
in  their  way.  The  bodies  of  thousands  of 
victims  were  loaded  onto  trucks  and  taken 
away  to  be  burned. 

In  the  days  which  followed,  there  was  a 
government  campaign  to  catch  the  leaders  of  the 
demonstration.  The  pictures  of  students  were 
televised  and  government  spokesmen  asked  the  people  to  help  identify,  locate,  and 
capture  them.  Demonstrators  were  rounded  up,  imprisoned,  given  quick  “trials,”  and 
shot  with  a single  bullet  to  the  back  of  the  head. 

In  Communist  China,  the  story  of  what  happened  in  Tiananmen  Square  was  startlingly 
different.  The  news  headlines  read  like  this. 

The  Communist  government  believed  it  had  successfully  cleared 
Tiananmen  Square  of  a threat  to  public  safety.  The 
thousands  of  student  demonstrators  were  labelled 
as  unemployed  criminals.  In  the  clash  between 
army  and  demonstrators,  hundreds  of 
soldiers  were  injured  and  many  were 
killed,  but  very  few  demonstrators  had 
died.  The  demonstrations  in  Tiananmen 
Square  were  the  result  of  a few  agitators 
who  were  now  being  rounded  up  and  tried. 

These  were  the  “facts”  that  the  government- 
controlled  media  presented  to  the  Chinese  people. 

In  the  days  that  followed,  the  Chinese  witnessed  many  of  the  criminals  confess  their 
crime.  Order  had  indeed  been  restored  to  Beijing. 
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What  the  Chinese  demonstrators  had  wanted  was  political  reform  in  China.  They 
wanted  a more  open  political  structure  with  some  democratic  elements.  They  wanted 
some  say  in  how  they  were  governed. 


Dictatorship:  a system  of 
government  in  which  the  leader 
is  not  bound  to  rule  by  law,  and 
the  government  is  not  accountable 
to  the  people 


They  were  demanding  these  changes  from  a type  of  government  known  as  dictatorship. 
This  section  deals  with  the  characteristics  and  types  of  dictatorship. 


Dictatorships  Classified 


Types  of  government  can  be  classified  by  determining  the  answer  to  two  questions  - 
“Who  rules?”  and  “How  is  rule  carried  out?”  Democracy,  the  subject  of  Module  1, 
represents  a form  of  government  in  which  rule  is  carried  out  by  a majority  of  the 
people  in  accordance  with  a set  of  laws.  Democratic  rule,  which  is  subject  to 
constitutional  restraint,  will  most  likely  receive  the  support  of  the  people.  Since  the 
people  are  being  governed  according  to  a constitution,  the  collective  good  (the 
interests  of  the  people  as  a whole)  is  protected  by  law,  and  the  people  will  voluntarily 
obey  the  government. 


Who  rules?  - the  people 

How  is  rule  carried  out?  - constitutional  authority  with  equal  political  rights 
and  political  freedom 


A variation  on  this  model  is  a system  of  government  in  which  one  person  rules 
according  to  the  established  laws  of  a country.  This  is  called  a constitutional 
monarchy.  Under  capable  leadership,  this  form  of  government  would  be  supported 
by  the  people. 


Absolutism:  absolute  rule  which 
is  not  subject  to  constitutional 
limits 

Autocracy:  government  in  which 
one  person  has  supreme  power 

Oligarchy:  government  by  a few, 
or  by  a special  group  sharing  the 
same  interests 


Major  differences  occur  in  the  nature  of  government  and  its  relationship  to  the  people 
if  the  government  is  not  subject  to  constitutional  restraint. 

A monarch  who  rules  in  his  or  her  own  interest  without  opposition  is  an  absolute 
monarch.  This  authority  to  rule  might  be  justified  on  the  basis  of  tradition  (as  in 
Saudi  Arabia)  or  the  claim  of  having  a special  relationship  with  God.  In  traditional 
societies,  absolutism  is  rarely  challenged  as  the  people  regard  their  ruler’s  position 
as  right  and  just. 

Autocracy  is  government  by  one  individual.  The  autocrat  rules  in  his  or  her  own 
interest  and  maintains  authority  by  force.  Government  by  an  elite  group  is  known  as 
oligarchy.  Oligarchic  rule  furthers  the  interests  of  the  elite  group  at  the  expense  of 
the  majority.  The  reverse  of  this  is  majority  rule  which  abuses  the  privileges  and 
rights  of  a minority.  A democracy  unchecked  by  constitutional  safeguards  that 
guarantee  the  rights  of  all  citizens  can  become  mob  rule  - a tyranny  of  the  majority. 
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1 .  Classify  each  of  the  following  descriptions  of  government. 

a.  Although  few  in  number,  the  wealthy  class  dominated  over  the  impoverished 
members  of  society  and  exploited  them  at  will. 

b.  Concerned  with  the  concentration  of  the  nation’s  resources  in  the  hands  of  a 
few,  the  people  passed  laws  to  take  away  their  ownership  of  such  properties. 

c.  His  every  wish  was  our  command. 


2.  What  specific  constitutional  safeguards  exist  in  Canada  as  safeguards  against  the 
country’s  becoming  a tyranny  of  the  majority? 


These  forms  of  government  share  the  characteristic  of  exercising  power  without 
constitutional  restraint  and  without  the  recognition  of  equal  political  rights  and 
political  freedom.  They  are  authoritarian  forms  of  government.  They  are  dictatorships. 
Authoritarian  dictatorships  rely  upon  force,  and  they  eliminate  oppositions  and 
freedoms  in  order  to  maintain  power. 

3.  To  summarize  the  types  of  dictatorships  discussed  in  this  section,  complete  the 
following  chart. 


Type 

Who  Rules 

How  Rule  Is  Carried  Out 

Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  1. 
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Note:  The  attempted  assasination 
of  General  Pinochet  took  place  in 
September , 1986. 
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One  of  the  more  common  forms  of  dictatorship,  especially  in  South  and  Central 
America  is  the  military  dictatorship. 

Chile  =====  - 


For  nearly  40  years,  Chile  was  a 
strong,  vigorous  democracy,  one  of  the 
few  such  governments  in  South  America. 
There  was  also  a free  press,  active  political 
parties  and  a military  that  kept  out  of 
politics.  All  that  changed  in  1973.  A 
right-wing  military  group,  under  the 
leadership  of  General  Augusto  Pinochet, 
overthrew  the  elected  Marxist 
government  of  Salvador  Allende  in  a 
bloody  coup. 

On  the  surface,  the  purpose  of  the 
coup  was  to  save  the  country  from 
communism.  The  result  has  been  a 
brutally  oppressive  military  dictatorship 
- a regime  that  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
world’s  worst  violators  of  human  rights. 

In  the  13  years  since  General  Pinochet 
seized  power,  it’s  estimated  that  6,000 
people  have  been  killed  by  the 
government;  another  25,000  have 
disappeared  and  are  presumed  dead; 
thousands  of  Chileans  have  been  tortured, 
and  tens  of  thousands  have  been  arrested 
and  held  without  charge  or  trial;  perhaps 
a tenth  of  the  population  is  now  living  in 
exile. 

Law  and  civil  rights,  as  we  know 
them,  do  not  exist  in  Chile.  Under  various 
self-proclaimed  “states  of  emergency,” 
the  government  has  given  itself  powers 
to  do  virtually  anything  it  wishes.  It  can 
arrest  people  for  no  reason.  It  can  prevent 
people  from  entering  or  leaving  the 
country.  It  can  send  people  to  remote 
parts  of  the  country,  or  expel  them  entirely. 
It  can  suspend  or  restrict  the  rights  of 
assembly,  information  and  freedom  of 
expression.  Furthermore,  according  to 
the  constitution  that  the  military  put  into 
effect  in  1 98 1 , the  courts  cannot  challenge 
anything  the  military  decides  to  do. 

Basically,  the  government  of  Chile 
is  at  war . . . except  the  war  is  with  its  own 
people,  and  it  rules  as  though  it  were  an 
occupying  army  in  a hostile  land.  It 
justifies  its  harsh  policies  by  citing 
“persistent  and  serious  terrorist  activity.” 
However,  virtually  all  outside  observers 
agree  that  the  military  regime  itself  is 


responsible  for  most  of  the  terrorism  in 
the  country. 

The  government  of  Chile  says  that 
its  purpose  is  “to  maintain  public  order 
and  security,”  but  it  appears  that  its 
purpose  is  really  only  to  maintain  itself. 
The  method  it  has  chosen  to  use  is  terror 
on  its  own  people.  “In  this  country,  today, 
nobody  is  safe.”  Pablo  Guerrero,  a 
torture  victim,  wrote  from  his  j ail  cell.  ‘ ‘In 
a second  your  life  has  changed  course  . . . 
you  cross  the  threshold  from  freedom  to 
jail,  to  torture,  to  intimidation,  to  death 
itself.” 

There  is  no  question  that  this  is  an 
effective  way  of  putting  fear  into  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  and  fear  is  the  way 
the  government  hopes  to  control  the 
population.  As  a report  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Santiago  explains,  “The  victims  are 
chosen,  not  as  individuals,  but  for  what 
they  do,  what  they  believe  in,  what  they 
think.  The  immediate  aim  of  these  threats, 
abductions  and  attacks  is  to  paralyse 
popular  organizations,  to  discourage 
members,  to  impede  the  emergence  of 
leaders.” 

Although  a vast  majority  of  Chileans 
favour  a return  to  democracy  without 
General  Pinochet,  it  seems  unlikely  that 
this  will  happen  soon.  The  army  grows 
stronger;  despite  severe  economic 
problems,  an  unemployment  rate  that 
could  be  as  high  as  60%,  and  no  external 
enemies,  Chile  spends  more  per  capita  on 
its  military  than  any  other  South  American 
country. 

Generals  who  agree  with  Augusto 
Pinochet  are  given  important  posts  within 
the  government.  Those  who  favour  more 
moderate  approaches  are  forced  to  take 
early  retirement.  The  military  rule,  which 
in  the  beginning  was  only  supposed  to  be 
temporary,  is  more  firmly  entrenched 
than  ever. 

Looking  at  Chile’s  future,  it’s 
difficult  to  see  any  reason  for  optimism. 
The  attempted  assassination  of  General 
Pinochet  last  September  has  only 
deepened  his  resolve  to  stay  in  power.1 


1 R/L  Taylor  Publishing  Consultants  Ltd.  for  the  article  from  Canada  and  the  World,  “Chile,”  March  1987. 
Reprinted  by  permission  of  Canada  and  the  World,  Waterloo,  Ontario. 
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4.  What  characteristics  of  Chile  under  democracy  distinguish  it  from  Chile  under 
dictatorship? 


5 .  What  evidence  is  there  that  constitutional  limits  are  not  part  of  military  dictatorial 
rule? 


6.  Determine  which  branch  of  government  under  military  dictatorship  is  the  most 
powerful. 


7.  If  this  article  were  characteristic  of  all  military  dictatorships,  what  generalization 
could  you  make  about  how  military  dictatorships  gain  power  and  how  they 
maintain  power? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  1. 
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Totalitarianism:  a form  of 
government  in  which  one  political 
party  totally  dominates  all  aspects 
of  society 


Propaganda:  the  ideas  used  in 
widespread  and  deliberate  attempts 
to  indoctrinate 


Activity  2:  Totalitarianism 

Totalitarianism  is  a term  associated  with  certain  dictatorships  of  the  twentieth 
century.  It  essentially  is  a term  which  describes  the  extent  to  which  the  government 
exercises  control  over  its  people. 

If  the  following  diagram  were  used  as  a visual  representation  of  the  extent  of 
government  involvement  in  a liberal  democracy, 


government 
the  people 


then  a totalitarian  system  would  be  depicted  like  this: 


In  a totalitarian  society,  the  government  exercises  control  over  every  aspect  of  the 
lives  of  its  people. 

One  of  the  most  well-known  fictional  accounts  of  totalitarianism  is  George  Orwell’s 
novel,  Nineteen  Eighty-Four.  In  the  book,  Orwell  describes  a society  whose  citizens 
are  constantly  watched  by  the  government.  Everything  they  do  is  organized  and 
controlled  by  government  agencies.  Giant  screens  proclaim  the  government’s 
message,  and  citizens  everywhere  are  reminded  that  “Big  Brother  Is  Watching.” 

Totalitarianism  involves  total  control.  The  following  are  the  major  characteristics  of 
totalitarian  rule. 

Propaganda 

All  forms  of  media  communication  are  controlled  by  the  government.  News  of  the 
outside  world  and  news  of  national  concern  is  censored,  altered,  and  presented  to  the 
people  so  that  it  best  serves  the  interests  of  the  government.  In  endless  variation,  the 
government  bombards  the  people  with  its  view  of  the  world.  Its  view  is  the  only 
view.  Its  view  becomes  the  truth.  Propaganda  is  one-sided  information. 
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instruction  of  political  ideas  with 
the  view  to  increase  political 
support 
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Indoctrination 

Indoctrination  takes  the  place  of  education.  Citizens,  and  particularly  the  youth,  are 
not  given  alternatives  or  choices  as  to  what  to  believe.  They  are  subject  to  a 
systematic  presentation  of  information  designed  to  strengthen  their  support  of  the 
government.  Schools  and  universities  serve  the  interests  of  the  government.  Success 
is  not  measured  in  terms  of  original,  or  creative  thinking,  but  rather  in  conformity. 

Direction  of  Popular  Discontent 

It  is  highly  unlikely  that  a dictatorship  would  always  be  able  to  keep  its  people 
content  and  in  line.  They  are  likely  to  harbour  some  frustration  or  grievance.  If, 
however,  their  grievances  can  be  directed  against  groups  other  than  the  government; 
if  the  government  can  find  someone  else  to  blame,  then  the  policies  of  the  government 
will  not  be  questioned.  In  fact,  the  government  gains  further  support  from  the  people. 

The  Use  of  Force 

Terror  and  violence  are  effective  measures  for  subduing  a population  and  maintaining 
total  control  over  them.  Particularly  effective  is  the  use  of  a Secret  Police  whose 
powers  enable  them  to  enforce  the  will  of  the  government.  They  are  empowered  to 
deliver  swift  and  arbitrary  punishment  to  anyone  suspected  of  possible  disloyalty  to 
the  government.  Citizens  who  “might”  one  day  oppose  the  government  are  prime 
candidates  for  imprisonment,  torture,  or  liquidation.  Their  disappearance  serves  to 
terrorize  any  potential  opposition. 

Controlled  Participation 

People  who  are  allowed  to  participate  in  and  contribute  to  something  are  more  likely 
to  support  it.  Totalitarian  dictatorships  rally  the  people  into  displays  of  support  for 
the  government.  Elections  are  held  to  allow  the  people  to  vote  for  the  candidate 
chosen  by  the  government.  There  is  no  opposition.  The  election  process  is  simply  an 
opportunity  to  allow  people  a sense  of  participating  in  government. 

Government-sponsored  youth  groups  provide  opportunities  for  young  children  to 
take  an  active  role  in  their  country.  Such  groups  are  also  the  primary  source  for 
future  supporters  and  members  of  the  government. 

1 . In  what  way  have  modem  technological  and  scientific  advances  contributed  to 
the  effectiveness  of  totalitarian  mle? 
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2.  Classify  each  of  the  following  excerpts  as  an  example  of  a technique  of  totalitarian 
dictatorship. 

a.  “The  government  held  their  meetings  in  the  evening  in  the  centre  of  a huge 
square.  The  area  was  filled  with  flags  and  men  in  uniform.  Thousands  of 
people  would  come  out  to  witness  the  drama  and  cheer  as  they  played  the 
national  anthem.” 


b.  “The  men  gave  no  reason  for  taking  the  journalist  away.  They  didn’t  say 
who  they  were.  They  just  took  him.” 


c.  “Since  I was  a child,  I knew  I supported  the  government.  Everything  I have 
read  and  studied  since  has  confirmed  the  correctness  of  this  position.” 


d.  “You  never  knew  if  you  were  being  watched.” 


e.  “In  Iran,  thousands  of  people  marched  and  chanted  ‘Death  to  America.’” 


f.  An  inmate  in  the  camp  asked  me  how  long  I had  been  sentenced  to  hard 
labour.  I replied,  “Ten  years.” 

“For  what  crime?”  he  asked. 

“For  nothing.”  I replied. 

“Nothing?”  the  inmate  said.  “For  nothing,  you  usually  get  five  years!” 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  2. 
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Foilow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is  recommended 
that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  concepts,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 


Extra  Help 

In  this  section  you  have  encountered  a number  of  concepts.  Before  moving  on  to 
Section  2,  it  is  important  that  you  have  a solid  understanding  of  what  these  concepts 
mean. 

This  exercise  has  been  designed  to  reinforce  your  knowledge  of  the  principal  terms 
used  in  this  section.  If  you  have  trouble  matching  the  terms,  go  back  and  review. 

Match  each  of  the  following  terms  with  its  correct  definition  by  putting  the  correct 


letter  in  each  blank. 

a. 

dictatorship 

e. 

tyranny  of  the  majority 

b. 

autocracy 

f. 

totalitarianism 

c. 

absolute  monarch 

g- 

propaganda 

d. 

oligarchy 

h. 

indoctrination 

1 . an  inherited  position  of  leadership  for  which  there  is  no  opposition  or 
legal  restraint 

2.  the  total  control  by  government  of  all  aspects  of  society 

3.  government  by  an  elite  group 

4.  the  use  of  distorted  information  to  achieve  support  for  and  belief  in 
government  policy 

5.  majority  rule  without  regard  for  minority  rights 

6.  one-sided,  heavily  biased  information 

7.  a form  of  government  which  has  gained  power  and  uses  power 
without  legal  restraint 

8.  government  by  one  all-powerful  person 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Extra  Help. 
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Enrichment 

In  the  sixteenth  century,  Niccolo  Machiavelli  wrote  a book  based  on  the  activities  of 
the  rulers  of  the  small  city-states  of  Italy.  The  Prince  detailed  the  methods  and 
strategies  which  an  ambitious  ruler  might  use  to  maintain  and  increase  his  power. 

Machiavelli  wrote  that,  in  his  day,  a ruler  displaying  a tendency  toward  goodness  of 
character  was  a handicap.  The  problem  was  that  other  people  were  not  good. 
Therefore  a prince  should  not  seek  to  be  good.  In  fact,  a ruler  was  well  advised  to 
concentrate  on  war  and  a state  of  readiness  in  his  military  forces.  Machiavelli 
suggested  that  military  power  allowed  princes  to  maintain  their  station,  and  it  also 
allowed  for  lower-class  persons  to  become  rulers. 

Machiavelli  had  views  on  the  question  of  whether  it  is  better  to  be  loved  or  to  be 
feared.  His  idea  was  that  if  a choice  had  to  be  made,  it  was  more  valuable  to  be  feared 
because  it  is  safer  to  be  feared  than  to  be  loved. 

He  noted  that  a prince’s  reputation  is  increased  when  he  acts  in  good  faith,  acts  with 
integrity,  and  avoids  deceit.  Yet,  he  did  not  advise  this.  His  experience  was  that 
princes  who  achieved  great  things  were  not  particularly  concerned  about  good  faith 
and  were  prone  to  the  use  of  cunning  to  gain  their  ends.  Such  leaders  generally  won 

out  over  those  who  were  guided  by  good  faith  and  loyalty. 

i 

Therefore  he  said  that  a wise  ruler  should  not  be  bound  by  promises  when  it  is  against 
his  interest  to  honor  them,  and  when  the  reasons  behind  his  promises  no  longer  exist. 
This  is  because  other  men  are  generally  bad  and  will  not  keep  their  word  when  their 
interests  are  threatened. 

He  thought  that  a ruler  should  seek  to  be  good  if  at  all  possible,  but  the  ruler  should 
have  the  flexibility  of  mind  to  embrace  evil  when  necessary. 

1 . Look  up  the  meaning  of  the  word  Machiavellian.  Is  this  term  an  appropriate 
description  of  some  of  the  activities  of  modem  dictators? 

t 

. 






:: 
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2.  Write  a letter  to  Machiavelli  in  which  you  comment  on  strategies  which  a prince 
could  use  to  maintain  his  power.  Twentieth-century  technology  could  have 
proven  most  useful  to  the  sixteenth  century  prince. 
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Assignment 

Booklet 


( 

Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Enrichment. 


Conclusion 

A dictatorship  is  a form  of  government  in  which  power  is  concentrated  in  the  hands 
of  a ruler  or  ruling  elite.  The  government  is  not  subject  to  the  restraint  of  constitutional 
law,  but  rules  according  to  the  will  of  the  executive. 

The  power  of  government  is  used  to  control  the  people.  It  can  also  be  used  to  achieve 
the  ideological  goals  of  a political  party.  Ideological  one-party  dictatorships  in  the 
form  of  communism  and  fascism  are  the  subjects  of  Sections  2 and  3. 


ASSIGNMENT 


There  is  no  assignment  for  this  section. 


& 
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Communism 


Note:  In  Social  30  the  former 
Soviet  Union  (USSR)  will  still  be 
called  the  Soviet  Union  even 
though  the  country  no  longer 
exists. 


I lave  you  ever  wondered  why  there  are  many  different  political  systems?  Why  don’t 
all  countries  have  the  same  type  of  political  system?  Throughout  your  school  years  you 
have  studied  how  Canada  came  to  be  a country  and  how  it  got  its  political  system.  Why 
did  Canada  not  develop  as  a communist  country?  How  would  your  life  be  different  if 
Canada  had  been  established  as  a communist  country?  These  are  interesting  questions 
to  consider  as  you  study  communism  in  the  Soviet  Union. 


JAevolution  is  not  an  uncommon  method  of  gaining  political  power.  It  was  through 
revolution  that  the  United  States  was  bom.  It  was  also  revolution  that  led  to  the  creation 
of  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics.  What  these  two  countries  had  in  common 
was  that  both  were  bom  in  a spirit  of  hope.  Revolutionaries  are  out  to  change  the  world. 
They  want  to  make  it  better.  The  difference  between  these  two  countries  came  from 
their  conflicting  ideologies. 


I he  revolution  that  created  the  USSR  was  inspired  by  the  vision  of  communism. 
This  section  examines  communism.  After  completing  this  section,  you  should  be  able 
to  do  the  following: 


• understand  the  beliefs  and  ideas  which  are  part  of  communist  thought 

• identify  the  contributions  of  Karl  Marx  and  V.I.  Lenin  to  modem  communism 

• describe  the  organization  of  the  communist  party  and  show  the  differences 
between  its  operation  in  theory  and  in  practice 

• describe  the  organization  of  the  communist  government  and  show  the  differences 
between  its  operation  in  theory  and  in  practice 

• understand  that  communism  adapts  its  practice  according  to  changing  needs  and 
circumstances 
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Communism:  a political  system 
in  which,  following  a revolution, 
ownership  of  land  and  the  means 
of  production  is  transferred  to  all 
members  of  society 


Activity  1 : Karl  Marx  and  Communist  Theory 

Dictatorship  is  sometimes  a product  of  ideology.  If  an  ideology  includes  a claim  to 
a true  understanding  of  human  existence,  then  it  is  merely  left  to  a political  party  to 
use  this  knowledge  to  shape  society  to  an  improved  condition.  If  one  party  has  a 
claim  to  this  truth  - what  need  is  there  for  other  political  viewpoints? 

The  ideology  you  will  be  examining  in  this  section  is  communism.  Its  theory  is 
based  on  the  writings  of  Karl  Marx.  The  political  party  which  claims  a true 
understanding  of  Marxist  thought  is  the  Communist  Party.  Communist  parties  are 
in  power  in  China,  Vietnam,  North  Korea,  parts  of  Africa,  and  in  Cuba.  Until 
recently,  the  Communist  Party  was  the  only  political  party  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  and  in  most  Eastern  European  countries. 

In  some  countries  which  are  not  communist,  communist  parties  still  play  an  active 
role.  In  France  and  Italy  they  are  a strong  political  force.  In  the  Third  World 
countries,  they  provide  a real  political  option  for  development. 

Twentieth-century  communism  is  inspired  by  the  ideas  of  Karl  Marx.  Marx,  along 
with  many  other  thinkers  of  the  nineteenth  century,  experienced  the  turmoil  of  the 
Industrial  Revolution. 

There  were  terrible  working  conditions. 

Women  and  children  were  forced  to  work  long 
hours  for  minimal  pay.  The  utterly  desperate 
condition  of  the  poor  stood  in  stark  contrast  to 
the  wealth  of  the  few  who  owned  property  or 
loaned  money.  It  was  a time  characterized  by 
inequality  and  in  which  only  the  wealthy  were 
free. 

Marx  wanted  freedom  and  equality  for  all.  He 
bitterly  rejected  the  society  he  lived  in  - a 
society  which  he  felt  robbed  the  dignity  of  the 
worker  and  the  freedom  of  the  masses. 

Together  with  his  associate  Friedrich  Engels, 
he  proclaimed  the  Communist  Manifesto  in 
1848. 

In  the  Communist  Manifesto,  Marx  calls  upon 
the  workers  of  the  world  to  unite.  Individually 
they  are  enslaved,  but  together  they  are  a force  which  would  change  the  world.  The 
workers  would  create  a new  society  based  on  equality  and  freedom.  The  first  step 
towards  that  society  would  be  revolution. 


Karl  Marx  (1818-1883)  was  born  in 
Germany,  but  his  activities  placed  him  in 
bad  standing  with  the  government  and  he 
eventually  took  refuge  and  spent  most  of 
his  life  in  England. 
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Revolution  would  occur  not  because  things  were  really  bad  and  needed  improving, 
but  because  it  was  inevitable.  Nothing  could  prevent  it. 


Bourgeoisie:  in  Marxist  terms, 
the  class  of  industrialists  and 
owners  of  the  means  of  production 

Proletariat:  in  Marxist  terms,  the 
workers  of  an  industrial  state 


Marx  believed  that  the  history  of  humankind  is  a history  of  class  conflict;  a struggle 
between  those  who  have  against  those  who  have  not.  In  the  nineteenth  century,  the 
conflict  was  between  the  bourgeoisie  (the  owners  of  the  means  of  production)  and 
the  proletariat  (the  workers).  Such  conflict  would  inevitably  result  in  revolution 
and  the  creation  of  a new  society. 

1 . If  you  shared  Marx’  s view  of  history  as  a history  of  class  struggle,  what  would 
you  suggest  as  a remedy  for  the  inevitable  conflict,  wars,  and  despair  of  human 
existence?  Into  what  new  form  should  society  reshape  itself? 


If  you  suggested  that  a classless  society  would  solve  the  problem  of  conflict  - you’re 
right!  In  a classless  society,  no  one  would  be  without  property.  The  source  of 
conflict  would  be  removed. 

2.  Make  a list  of  characteristics  which  you  think  would  describe  a classless  society. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  1 . 


Socialism:  a political  system 
which  stresses  a gradual  change 
in  the  ownership  of  the  means  of 
production  in  order  to  achieve  a 
society  based  on  equality 


If  a new  society  based  on  understanding  and  cooperation  were  created,  there  would 
no  longer  be  the  need  for  the  state  as  a coercive  instrument.  The  state  would  “wither 
away.”  Simple  administrative  organizations  would  ensure  the  communist  goal  - 
“from  each  according  to  his  ability,  to  each  according  to  his  needs.” 

Would  revolution  achieve  a classless  society?  No,  Marx  believed  it  would  just  be 
the  first  step.  The  revolution  would  be  followed  by  a “dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat.”  The  proletariat  could  take  over  the  state,  abolish  private  property,  and 
control  the  means  of  production.  This  would  be  a period  of  socialism  - a step 
towards  the  true  state  of  communism. 
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3.  Draw  a diagram  showing  the  stages  that  Marx  believed  would  lead  to  a 
communist  society. 


^ Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  1 . 


Activity  2:  Marxism-Leninism 

While  Marx  had  expected  the  revolution  to  strike  in  the  industrial  heartlands  of 
Britain,  France,  and  Germany,  the  first  successful  communist  revolution  occurred 
in  Russia. 


ii 


One  of  Lenin’ s major  contributions  to  Marxist 
thought  was  of  the  importance  of  the 
Communist  Party.  Whereas  Marx  theorized 
that  the  proletariat  would  collectively  come  to 
realize  the  need  for  revolution,  Lenin  believed 
an  elite  group  would  have  to  rally  the  masses, 
lead  them  in  revolution,  and  educate  them  in 
Marxist  thought.  These  elite  revolutionaries 
would  be  members  of  the  Communist  Party. 


Vladimir  Ilyich  Lenin  (1870-1924) 


Faltering  leadership,  shortages  of  food,  and  Russian  losses  to  German  troops  in 
World  War  I contributed  to  the  political  upheaval  which  led  to  the  downfall  of  the 
tsarist  aristocracy.  Among  the  factions  competing  for  power  were  Bolsheviks,  led 
by  Vladimir  Ilyich  Ulyanov  - known  as  Lenin.  Lenin  was  a Marxist  who  saw  in  the 
turmoil  of  the  Russian  revolt  an  opportunity  to  form  a communist  government. 
Fanning  the  flames  of  the  revolution  and 
promising  bread,  peace,  and  land  to  the 
peasantry,  Lenin  was  able  to  form  a provisional 
government. 
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In  1917,  Russia  was  an  agricultural  society.  The  vast  majority  of  its  population 
consisted  of  peasants.  In  what  way  was  Lenin’s  influence  on  Marxist  thought 
essential  to  the  success  of  the  communist  revolution  in  Russia? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 


Activity  3:  The  Structure  and  Function  of  the 
Communist  Party 

Government  is  essentially  a process  of  making  decisions  and  enforcing  decisions 
upon  an  entire  community.  A communist  government  would  be  an  organization 
which  would  put  into  effect  the  ideas  of  communist  doctrine. 

Marx  believed  that  following  the  revolution  there  would  have  to  be  a dictatorship 
of  the  proletariat  which  would  then  take  forceful  measures  to  rid  society  of  economic 
differences.  Lenin  changed  the  idea  of  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  to  a dictatorship 
of  the  Communist  Party. 
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1 . Since  the  Communist  Party  knew  what  it  had  to  achieve  (a  classless  society)  and 
how  it  should  do  so  (by  abolishing  private  ownership  of  the  means  of  production), 
was  there  a role  for  a political  view  that  was  different  from  that  of  the 
Communist  Party? 


i! 


2.  If  the  Communist  Party  knew  what  decisions  needed  to  be  made,  and  was 
prepared  to  enforce  them,  what  would  its  relationship  be  to  a government? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  3. 


In  theory,  the  organization  of  the  Communist  Party  would  have  been  like  this: 


Primary  Organization 

Y 

ASi  Union  Party  Congress 

Y 


The  primary  unit  or  cell  was  a grouping  of  a 
small  number  of  party  members.  (There 
were  over  1 6 million  members  and  over  400 
thousand  units.) 

This  was  the  supreme  party  organization.  It 
met  at  least  once  every  four  years.  It  elected 
the  Central  Committee. 


Central  Committee 

i 

Secretariat  Politburo 


It  met  at  least  twice  a year  to  administer 
party  policy. 

The  Secretariat  administered  party 
decisions.  The  Politburo  maintained  party 
administration  on  an  ongoing  basis. 
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Theoretically,  the  organization  of  the  Communist  Party  was  democratic  with 
administrative  units  of  the  party  serving  the  interests  of  the  rank  and  file  members 
of  the  party. 

The  Communist  Party  originally  served  as  an  instrument  of  the  people.  It  provided 
an  organization  for  the  expression  of  political  ideas.  However,  shortly  after  the 
revolution  in  1 9 1 7 , the  political  direction  of  the  country  was  increasingly  determined 
from  the  top. 

Party  policies  were  made  by  an  elite  composed  of  the  General  Secretary  (or  First 
Secretary)  and  his  friends  and  supporters.  This  position  of  leadership  in  the  Soviet 
Union  was  determined  by  members  of  the  Politburo.  The  Politburo  was  the  supreme 
executive  agency  and  controlled  all  policy  decisions  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The  leader 
of  the  Soviet  Union  had  to  maintain  the  support  of  the  Politburo. 

Not  only  was  the  Communist  Party  the  supreme  authority,  but  all  decisions  and 
instructions  of  its  executive  were  binding.  There  was  no  separation  of  powers. 

The  constitution  of  the  Soviet  Union  gave  the  Communist  Party  the  leading  role  in 
Soviet  political  life.  The  party  was  the  most  important  organization  in  the  country 
and  everything  was  secondary  to  it. 

3.  The  Communist  Party,  in  theory,  provided  for  a highly  democratic  system  of 
decision  making.  The  organization  of  party  cells  as  small  primary  organizations 
which  contributed  ideas  to  the  higher  levels  of  the  party  recognized  the  need  for 
democratic  organizations  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  wishes  of  as  many  people  as 
possible.  In  what  way  does  this  same  party  organization  serve  as  a useful  tool 
in  the  administration  of  a dictatorship? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  3. 
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Activity  4:  The  Structure  and  Function  of  the  Communist 
Government 

The  official  title  - The  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  - tells  you  that  the  former 
Soviet  Union  was  a federation  of  regions. 


As  in  Canada,  each  region  had  its  own  government,  but  unlike  the  Canadian 
provinces,  the  governments  of  the  regions  were  dominated  by  the  Communist  Party. 
The  central  government  in  Moscow  was  also  the  instrument  of  the  Party.  The 
government  was  democratic  and  representative  in  theory,  but  not  in  practice. 

In  the  former  Soviet  Union,  elections  could  boast  of  voter  turnout  in  excess  of  99% 
of  the  population.  Party  officials  conducted  vigorous  campaigns  in  promoting  the 
Party  and  its  candidates.  Rarely,  however,  was  there  more  than  one  name  on  the 
ballot  and  should  a candidate  have  met  with  widespread  disapproval,  another  “Party 
choice”  was  offered  in  his  place. 

Elected  representatives  formed  the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  former  USSR.  It  included 
representation  by  population  as  well  as  representation  by  region  and  republic.  The 
Supreme  Soviet  was  given  the  constitutional  power  of  legislation. 
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If  this  elected  body  was  thought  of  as  the  equivalent  of  Canada’s  Parliament,  the 
Canadian  cabinet  was  paralleled  by  the  Council  of  Ministers.  The  Supreme  Soviet 
elected  an  inner  circle  - the  Presidium.  The  Presidium  carried  on  the  responsibilities 
of  government  when  the  Supreme  Soviet  was  not  in  session. 

1 .  Draw  a diagram  showing  the  structure  of  the  government  of  the  former  USSR. 


2.  If  the  Supreme  Soviet  was  thought  of  as  a parallel  organization  to  Canadian 
Parliament,  in  what  similar  way  does  Parliament  seek  to  provide  representation 
for  the  diversity  of  the  Canadian  federation? 


j 

3 .  In  Canada,  the  executive  is  responsible  to  the  House  of  Commons.  A fact  about 
the  actual  practice  of  government  in  the  Soviet  Union  was  that  the  highest 
executive  and  administrative  organ  of  the  government  - the  Council  of  Ministers 
- was  chosen  by  and  was  responsible  to  the  leadership  of  the  Communist  Party. 
What  does  this  reveal  about  the  accountability  of  government  in  the  Soviet 
Union? 
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Dissent:  to  disagree  with  the 
government  or  others 

Dissident:  a person  who 
disagrees  with  the  government, 
authority,  or  others 
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4.  The  Soviet  constitution  gave  the  Supreme  Soviet  the  power  to  make  laws.  By 
what  constitutional  condition  governing  the  role  of  the  Communist  Party  was 
this  power  made  meaningless  in  practice? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  4. 


| Activity  5:  Communist  Dictatorship 

Characteristics 

The  dictatorship  of  the  Communist  Party  in  the  Soviet  Union  covered  most  aspects 
of  society.  As  the  only  legitimate  party,  it  held  a monopoly  on  political  activity. 
Political  activity  outside  the  party  was  not  tolerated.  The  government  was  not 
accountable  to  the  people  - it  was  subordinate  to  the  wishes  of  the  Communist  Party. 

This  absence  of  political  options  made  it  impossible  for  citizens  to  voice  alternatives 
to  Party  policy.  And  without  alternatives,  there  really  was  no  provision  for  changes 
to  the  system. 

Dissent  had  no  place  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Dissidents  were  often  imprisoned,  as  was 
Alexander  Solzhenitsyn.  Solzhenitsyn  became  known  for  his  criticism  of  the 
Communist  system.  As  a young  man,  he  was  imprisoned  in  the  Soviet  prison  camps 
while  Josef  Stalin  was  General  Secretary  of  the  Communist  Party. 

It  was  under  Stalin’s  leadership  that  dictatorship  became  institutionalized  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  Stalin’s  successors  continued  in  much  the  same  manner,  although 
they  were  not  as  ruthless  as  he  had  been. 
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Stalin’s  Leadership 


In  his  last  political  testament,  Lenin 
had  advised  the  Central  Committee 
not  to  allow  Stalin  to  become  too 
powerful.  Lenin  feared  Stalin  was 
not  a kind  man. 

Following  Lenin’s  death  in  1924, 

Stalin  skillfully  outmanoeuvred  his 
potential  rivals  for  leadership  of  the 
Communist  Party.  In  a series  of 
plots  and  devious  schemes,  he 
systematically  dismissed  and  exiled 
leading  revolutionary  figures.  Stalin 
was  the  General  Secretary  of  the 
Communist  Party,  the  chairman  of 
the  Politburo,  and  chairman  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers.  By  1929,  he 
was  in  total  control  and  set  about  to  achieve  the  goals  of  the  communist  state. 

Political  decision  making  was  not  influenced  by  the  needs  or  wishes  of  the  people. 
Priorities  were  set,  and  the  full  force  of  government  was  used  to  implement  them. 

Industrialization  was  achieved  in  the  shortest  period  of  time  of  any  country.  The 
Soviet  Union  moved  from  an  agricultural  economy  to  a major  industrial  power  in 
just  thirty  years.  The  Soviet  economy  made  remarkable  economic  strides,  and  its 
rate  of  growth  often  surpassed  that  of  all  other  economies. 

Collectivization  (the  collective  ownership  of  land  and  agriculture)  was  realized 
despite  opposition  from  the  land-owning  peasants  (kulaks).  The  objective  of  the 
government  was  to  create  a more  effective  agricultural  system  based  on  mechanization 
and  this  required  large  scale  farming.  As  many  as  five  million  kulaks  died  in  their 
attempts  to  resist  the  government. 

Opposition  was  not  tolerated.  Stalin  maintained  power  through  force  and  fear.  In 
the  1930s,  Stalin  launched  a campaign  against  most  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Bolshevik  government.  Accused  of  disloyalty  to  the  state,  they  were  put  on  public 
display  in  a series  of  “show  trials.”  Their  guilt  having  been  predetermined,  they 
were  imprisoned  or  shot. 

No  one  was  safe.  A purge  of  the  armed  forces  eliminated  a third  of  the  officer  corps 
including  some  who  were  heroes  of  the  Russian  revolution. 

This  state  of  terror  was  intensified  by  Stalin’s  use  of  a Secret  Police.  In  his  hands, 
this  organization  became  an  instrument  of  control  and  intimidation.  Subject  only 


Joseph  Stalin  (1879-1953) 
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to  the  wishes  of  the  leader,  the  secret  police  (sometimes  known  as  Cheka,  MVD,  or 
KGB)  were  empowered  to  imprison  in  Soviet  prison  camps  anyone  suspected  of 
disloyalty. 

The  true  extent  of  Stalin’  s crimes  against  the  Soviet  people  are  not  fully  known,  and 
were  even  less  so  in  the  Soviet  Union  until  the  late  1980s.  Stalin’s  character  was 
carefully  tailored  to  present  the  people  with  an  image  of  a great  leader.  The  “cult 
of  personality”  created  the  myth  that  Stalin  was  Lenin’ s equal  - a great  revolutionary 
and  theoretician.  Marxism-Leninism  was  to  be  Marxism-Leninism-Stalinism. 
Every  achievement  of  the  Soviet  Union  was  credited  to  the  leadership  of  Stalin. 
Portraits  and  statues  of  him  were  placed  in  every  public  site.  Stalin  had  attained  a 
god-like  status. 

In  1 987  when  Mikhail  Gorbachev  called  for  glasnost  (openness)  and  stated  his  ideas 
of  restructuring  which  were  part  of  perestroika,  new  truths  about  the  past  were 
revealed.  As  a result  of  Gorbachev’s  emphasis  on  truth,  it  was  revealed  that  Stalin 
was  a poor  military  leader  who  had  not  prepared  the  country  for  the  German  attack 
in  June,  1941.  It  was  not  Stalin,  but  rather  the  sacrifices  of  the  Soviet  people  that 
had  saved  the  country  from  complete  German  occupation.  Using  his  absolute 
power,  Stalin  had  committed  many  great  crimes  against  the  Soviet  people  including 
his  cruelty  when  collectivizing  the  peasantry  ; the  illegal  trials  of  Bolshevik  leaders 
in  the  1 930s;  and  his  sending  of  over  three  million  people  to  Central  Asia  and  Siberia 
for  crimes  they  did  not  commit. 

The  collapse  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  in  1992  allowed  the  Soviet  people  to  be 
freed  from  the  influence  of  official  myths  and  the  inaccuracies  of  official  Soviet 
history.  The  once-held  official  views  were  no  longer  enforced  and  historians  could 
state  truthfully  what  actually  happened  during  the  former  Soviet  Union’s  existence. 
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1.  In  what  way  is  the  preceding  picture  of  Stalin  characteristic  of  the  cult  of 
personality? 


2.  While  Stalin  was  in  power,  he  was  praised  by  Soviet  authors  as  a beloved  leader, 
wise  teacher,  and  brilliant  disciple  of  Lenin.  What  might  account  for  this 
somewhat  biased  characterization? 


“To  many,  Stalin  is  thought  of  as  a dictator,  a cold-blooded  murderer,  a monster.  To 
others,  Stalin  is  responsible  for  successfully  maintaining  the  revolution  in  Russia. 
He  helped  move  the  Soviet  Union  closer  to  its  Marxist  goals.” 

3.  Account  for  these  divergent  viewpoints,  like  the  preceding  one,  by  examining 
Stalin’  s rule  through  the  eyes  of  a supporter  of  liberal  democracy,  and  the  eyes 
of  a Marxist.  What  role  does  ideology  play  in  determining  the  historical 
significance  of  Stalin’s  regime? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  5. 
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Activity  6:  Soviet  Totalitarianism 

Stalin’s  influence  on  the  nature  of  the  Soviet  Union’s  political  system  extended  well 
beyond  his  time.  Successive  leaders  confronted  the  need  to  consolidate  their  holds 
on  power.  There  was  change  in  the  nature  of  leadership  but  little  in  the  special 
importance  given  to  the  position  of  General  Secretary.  This  position  of  leadership  was 
determined  by  the  Party  hierarchy.  Party  leaders  relied  upon  the  support  of  the 
Politburo  to  maintain  power.  Leaders  who  failed  to  maintain  its  support  faced  early 
retirement. 

The  scope  of  the  Communist  Party  was  virtually  all-embracing.  It  governed  the 
country’ s economy,  its  culture,  sports,  education,  science,  and  technology.  All  forms 
of  media  were  state  controlled.  As  information  given  to  the  public  was  censored  and 
changed  to  highlight  the  achievements  of  the  Communist  Party,  it  was  little  more  than 
propaganda  used  to  convince  the  people  of  the  virtues  of  communism.  History  itself 
was  subject  to  revision  in  order  to  best  serve  the  interests  of  the  government. 

Soviet  youth  were  introduced  to  communist  thought  at  an  early  age.  Government- 
sponsored  youth  groups  provided  the  basic  training  for  prospective  Party  members. 
Here  too  the  youth  were  given  the  feeling  of  belonging  to  and  participating  in 
something  of  historic  importance  - the  creation  of  a new  society. 

I; 

The  “new  society”  that  had  been  created  was  not  classless.  Nor  was  it  a society  in 
which  all  citizens  embraced  the  communist  ideals.  It  was,  however,  a highly- 
industrialized  society  which  in  military  terms  was  a global  superpower. 

In  international  sporting  events,  the  Soviet  Union  was  a dominant  force,  winning 
more  events  than  any  other  country.  In  education  it  trained  more  engineers, 
physicists,  and  specialists  than  most  other  countries.  It  shocked  the  world  with  the 
successful  launching  of  Earth’s  first  synthetic  satellite.  Sputnik,  and  it  maintained  a 
leading  role  in  space  exploration. 

1 . Identify  the  techniques  of  totalitarian  dictatorship  that  existed  in  the  Soviet  Union. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  6. 
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To  get  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  Communist  Party ’s  domination  over  affairs  in  the 
Soviet  Union  prior  to  the  reforms  introduced  by  Mikhail  Gorbachev  in  1987,  read 
the  following  article.  Note  that  this  system  is  no  longer  used  to  control  the  people 
living  in  what  was  formerly  known  as  the  Soviet  Union. 

=*■ Opening  the  Door? 


. . .The  Soviet  system  dictates  that 
the  rights  of  people  to  food,  clothing, 
work  and  a world  at  peace  are  superior 
to  the  individual’s  rights  of  conscience 
and  movement  within  and  outside 
countries.  Human  rights  may  only  be 
allowed  once  we  are  at  peace  in  a just 
world  - if  ever  we  reach  that  situation. 
Until  then,  the  rights  of  the  individual 
will  come  second  to  the  rights  of  the 
state. 

The  machinery  of  repression  is 
firmly  in  place  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
bureaucracy  has  many  ways  of 
controlling  the  people  and  all 
information  is  centralized.  The 
Communist  Party,  as  the  only  party 
allowed,  has  a monopoly  on  political 
power.  Then  there’ s the  army,  the  KGB 
(State  Security  Commission),  the 
droujinniks  (a  militia  whose  members 
are  often  former  criminals  who  act  as 
informers)  and  the  police.  Local  unions 
and  cooperatives  further  monitor  and 
control  individual  freedom. 

If  you  are  a Soviet  citizen,  your 
background,  nationality,  opinions, 
cultural  tastes,  work  performance,  where 
you  live  and  where  you  vacation  are  all 
checked  and  cross-checked.  You  are 
not  allowed  to  see  your  own  medical 
records,  yet  they  are  open  to  any  local 
official.  Thus,  it’s  easy  to  commit  a 
suspicious  person  to  a psychiatric 
hospital,  with  forced  treatments,  without 
the  consent  of  family. 

Tapping  telephones  is  standard.  No 
permission  from  a higher  legal  authority 


is  needed.  Radio  broadcasts  from  outside 
the  US  SR  are  j ammed,  so  Soviet  citizens 
can’t  hear  news  of  the  outside  world. 
Mail  from  outside  is  randomly  inspected. 

A citizen  cannot  change  work,  go 
on  vacation,  put  on  a sporting  or  cultural 
event,  leave  the  country  or  change 
residence  without  a permit.  Depending 
on  who  you  are  and  your  reasons  for 
asking,  such  permits  can  be  slow  in 
coming  or  be  simply  denied  without 
giving  reasons.  Not  working  is  “social 
parasitism,”  a crime  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
Denial  of  a work  permit  is  therefore  a 
handy  way  of  making  you  a criminal. . . . 

Freedom  of  religion  is  unknown  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  Communist 
philosophy  sees  people  only  in  terms  of 
their  socio-economic  position  in  society; 
they  are  not  seen  as  individuals  who  may 
have  opinions  contrary  to  those  held  by 
the  state.  Religion  allows  and  promotes 
belief  in  God  and  humans  as  spiritual 
beings.  The  Soviet  state  overrules  church 
appointments,  bans  sermons  and  makes 
it  extremely  difficult  to  worship 
according  to  religious  beliefs.  A belief 
in  God  can  be  seen  as  misguided  and, 
therefore,  subject  to  psychiatric 
treatment,  or  used  as  evidence  of  the 
crime  of  anti-Soviet  agitation. 

Seventh  Day  Adventists,  Baptists, 
Pentecostalists,  Catholics  and  Jews  are 
the  most  persecuted  religious 
communities.  Jews  also  form  a distinct 
ethnic  group,  which  means  they  suffer 
twice....1 


1 R/L  Taylor  Publishing  Consultants  Ltd.  for  the  excerpt  of  the  article  from  Canada  and  the  World,  “Opening  the 
Door?”  March  1987.  Reprinted  by  permission  of  Canada  and  the  World,  Waterloo,  Ontario. 
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2.  Identify  the  values  and  goals  of  the  communist  system. 


S 


ii 


3.  In  the  communist  system,  which  holds  greater  weight  - the  collective  good  or 
individual  rights? 


4.  In  their  attempt  to  reshape  society,  what  would  compel  the  Communist  Party  to 
censor  news  from  the  outside  world? 


i 

I 


Check 


, . ... 

c your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  6 
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Activity  7:  Gorbachev  and  the  Policies  of  Reform 

Communism  was  originally  thought  of  as  a movement  which  would  result  in 
worldwide  revolution.  It  was  an  international  movement  which  would  unite  all 
people. 


The  Communist  Party  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  had  at  times  seen  itself  as  the 
leader  of  the  international  movement.  It  had  attempted  to  rule  the  parties  of  other 
countries.  While  it  had  experienced  some  success  in  eastern  Europe,  its  attempts  to 
control  the  communist  movement  in  China  were  rejected. 

The  international  basis  of  communism  seems  to  have  had  little  success.  Nationalism 
is  still  a powerful  force,  and  it  has  been  felt  in  the  former  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics.  In  the  west,  the  Baltic  countries  of  Estonia,  Latvia,  and  Lithuania 
demanded  independence.  In  the  south-west,  nationalist  uprisings  in  Georgia, 
Armenia,  and  Usbekistan  have  increased  tensions  within  the  former  federation. 

1 . What  similar  regional  problems  have  affected  the  Canadian  federation? 


^ Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  7. 


The  Party  was  also  faced  with  problems  from  within.  The  leadership  had  aged  and 
the  Party  apparatus  - the  organizations  needed  to  control  society  - had  become  so 
unwieldy  that  it  was  no  longer  responding  to  the  needs  of  the  people. 
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Bureaucracy:  the  administrative 
apparatus  and  departments  of  the 
government 


2.  What  comment  is  this  cartoon  making  about  the  nature  of  government 

bureaucracy? 


3.  Why  was  the  government  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  highly  susceptible  to 
bureaucratic  stagnation? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  7. 
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The  Communist  Party  knew  that  it  must  provide  for  the  needs  of  its  citizens.  Lenin 
promised  bread. 

It  was  also  aware  that  modernization  within  the  Soviet  Union  had  increased 
demands  for  goods  and  services.  If  it  failed  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  its  citizens,  the 
citizens  would  question  the  right  of  the  Party  to  govern. 

In  1985,  the  Party  chose  Mikhail  Gorbachev  as  leader.  Gorbachev  responded  to  the 
problems  in  the  Soviet  Union  by  introducing  reforms. 


Mikhail  Gorbachev 


The  policy  of  glasnost  was  aimed  at  creating  a more  open  society.  Glasnost  led  to 
the  re-examination  of  Soviet  history  (the  terror  of  the  Stalinist  years  was  finally 
being  revealed).  Literature  and  the  arts  began  to  thrive  as  censorship  and  repression 
were  eased.  The  Party  was  even  showing  more  concern  for  human  rights.  Leading 
dissidents  such  as  Andrei  Sakharov  were  released  from  prison,  and  others  such  as 
Anatoli  Sharansky  were  allowed  to  emigrate. 

Major  changes  in  the  political  organization  of  the  Soviet  Union  came  with 
Gorbachev’ s attempts  to  “democratize”  the  government.  The  new  political  structure 
was  the  first  real  attempt  to  allow  the  people  some  say  in  how  they  were  governed. 

Instead  of  being  presented  with  the  name  of  a single  party-approved  candidate, 
voters  were  now  allowed  to  choose  from  a list  of  several  candidates  who  had  been 
nominated  by  civilian  groups.  After  voting  by  secret  ballot,  the  elected  representatives 
took  their  place  in  the  Congress  of  Peoples’  Deputies  - a 2250  seat  legislative 
assembly.  The  Congress  then  chose  members  of  the  Supreme  Soviet. 
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4.  Compare  this  chart  of  the  Soviet  government  with  the  one  you  made  showing 
its  structure  prior  to  the  Gorbachev  reforms.  What  differences  were  there? 


So  dramatic  was  this  change  to  the  political  system,  that  dissident  Andrei  Sakharov 
found  himself  elected  to  the  Congress  of  Peoples’  Deputies  and  the  Supreme  Soviet. 

In  the  first  sessions  of  the  Congress,  major  problems  and  concerns  with  the  Soviet 
political  system  and  the  economy  were  openly  discussed  and  freely  reported  to  the 
people  of  the  Soviet  Union.  By  the  end  of  the  session,  the  Communist  Party  itself 
was  under  attack  as  deputies  called  for  removal  of  the  constitutional  provision  which 
gave  the  Party  supreme  authority. 

As  dramatic  as  the  Gorbachev  reforms  were,  the  political  system  of  the  Soviet  Union 
was  to  see  more  changes.  The  nation  was  undergoing  profound  changes  as  it  entered 
the  1990s.  Almost  all  aspects  of  Soviet  life  changed  as  never  before  when  the 
Communist  Party  gave  up  its  constitutional  right  to  power.  Glasnost  provided  the 
people  with  more  power  and  reasons  to  demand  more  changes  and  improvements 
in  social  conditions.  This  new  openness  also  allowed  the  country’s  cultural  groups 
the  opportunity  to  challenge  the  central  government  in  Moscow  for  more  control 
over  their  own  cultural  and  economic  affairs.  Perestroika  brought  on  a movement 
to  end  central  planning  and  to  move  the  country  towards  a market  economy.  The 
political  system  had  to  adapt  to  changing  circumstances  and  to  new  ideas. 

Communist  Party  members  could  not  agree  on  the  future  of  their  party.  Some  felt 
that  the  changes  to  give  up  its  right  to  one-party  rule  did  not  go  far  enough.  They 
felt  more  changes  were  needed  and  that  the  Communist  Party  had  to  become  a 
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democratic  political  party  that  competed  against  other  political  parties  that  would 
form.  Other  communists  believed  that  even  if  the  party  gave  up  its  control  over  the 
Soviet  economy,  it  could  still  continue  to  lead  the  government  and  to  keep  its 
prestigious  role  in  Soviet  society.  Still  other  Communist  Party  members  were  not 
pleased  with  the  changes  at  all  and  were  convinced  that  the  Party  was  needed  to  keep 
order  and  control  throughout  the  country.  It  was  a group  of  these  communists  who 
were  not  in  favour  of  more  changes  to  the  Soviet  system  who  were  behind  the  August 
1991  coup.  A group  of  eight  men  led  by  Gorbachev’s  vice  president,  Gennady 
Yanayev,  formed  the  Extraordinary  State  Committee  and  declared  a state  of 
emergency  in  the  country.  Gorbachev  was  placed  under  house  arrest  and  Boris 
Yeltsin,  newly  elected  president  of  the  Russian  Republic,  was  ordered  arrested.  The 
main  goals  of  the  Extraordinary  State  Committee  were  to  increase  food  production, 
improve  housing,  expand  industrial  production,  and  to  maintain  central  control  over 
the  entire  country.  This  overthrow  of  the  Gorbachev  government  lasted  three  days 
and  then  the  coup  leaders  were  arrested  and  Gorbachev  was  returned  to  power.  This 
failed  attempt  unleashed  a series  of  events  which  led  to  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet 
Union’s  empire. 

5 . While  Gorbachev  was  introducing  reform  to  the  communist  system  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  he  had  been  accused  of  moving  too  slowly  by  some  and  too  quickly  by 
others.  What  would  account  for  this  apparent  contradiction  in  viewpoints? 


6.  Although  Marx  was  a strong  supporter  of  democracy,  equality,  and  freedom, 
Gorbachev’s  attempts  to  democratize  the  government  of  the  Soviet  Union  were 
not  met  with  the  complete  approval  of  the  Communist  Party.  What  ideological 
and  historical  reasons  could  account  for  the  Party  ’ s reluctance  to  wholeheartedly 
endorse  Gorbachev’s  reforms? 


^ Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  7. 
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Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is  recommended 
that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  concepts,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 


Extra  Help 


Fill  in  the  blanks  using  each  of  the  following  terms  only  once. 


I 


• General  Secretary  • individual 

• Communist  Party  • controlled 

• indoctrination  • participation 

• dictatorship  • opposition 


• Joseph  Stalin 

• Karl  Marx 

• equality 

• totalitarian 


Communism  in  the  Soviet  Union  was  an  ideological,  one-party 


• Lenin 

• classless 

• candidate 

• Politburo 


f 


Communism  is  based  on  the  ideas  of 


. Under  the  leadership 


of , Bolsheviks  established  a communist  state  in  Russia. 

The  goal  of  the  Communist  Party  was  to  achieve  a society 

based  on  the  ideal  of . 


The  Communist  Party  was  the  only  party  in  the  Soviet  Union.  It  had  no 

Although  the  Party  was  organized  to  give  it  the  appearance 

of  a democratic  institution,  in  practice  its  highest  organ,  the , 

made  all  policy  decisions.  The  government  of  the  Soviet  Union  received  its  directions 
f from  the , 


Although  there  were  elections  in  the  Soviet  Union,  until  the  late  1980s  there  was  no 

choice  of  , This  example  of was 

one  of  many  techniques  of  dictatorship  by  which  the  Communist  Party  maintained  its 

control.  Using  other  techniques  such  as , the  Communist 

Party  tried  to  ensure  its  future  success.  Under  the  leadership  of , 

the  dictatorship  reached dimensions.  Under  the  leadership 
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of Gorbachev,  the  communist  system  began  changing  in 

response  to  internal  pressures  for  reform.  These  changes  shifted  the  political  system’ s 
emphasis  from  equality  to  a recognition  of  the  needs  of  the . 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Extra  Help. 


Enrichment 


===========  The  Russian  Hitler  = 

A stunning  election  result  by  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky 
and  his  ultranationalist  party  is  ringing  alarm  bells 
among  Russia’s  neighbours  and  in  Western  capitals 


No  one  was  ready  for  it,  least  of  all 
the  reformist  parties  of  Russia.  Russia’ s 
Choice  and  smaller  groups  expected  to 
coast  to  an  easy  victory  in  parliamentary 
elections  last  December.  Instead, 
Vladimir  Zhirinovsky,  leader  of  the 
Liberal  Democratic  Party,  came  very 
close  to  outpolling  Russia’ s Choice,  the 
party  said  to  be  favoured  by  President 
Boris  Yeltsin. 

Mr.  Yeltsin  can  console  himself  that  a 
referendum  on  a new  constitution  was 
approved.  It  gives  the  president  wider 
powers;  as  head  of  state  and  commander- 
in-chief,  Mr.  Yeltsin  controls  foreign 
affairs  and  defence  policy.  He  can  appoint 
or  fire  cabinet  ministers,  including  the 
prime  minister,  and  has  a strong  voice  in 
economic  policy. 

Even  so,  the  fact  that  close  to  one 
quarter  of  Russian  voters  backed  Mr. 
Zhirinovsky  is  a bruising  blow  to  the 
hope  of  a fast  track  to  a market  economy. 
His  Liberal  Democratic  Party  is  neither 
liberal  nor  democratic.  Its  leader  is  an 
ultranationalist  whose  election  slogan 
was:  “I  will  bring  Russia  up  off  its 
knees.”  Many  people  shudder  as  he 
boasts  that  he  will  restore  the  Russian 
empire  to  its  former  greatness.  The 


Baltic  states  are  his  immediate  target 
(there  are  still  about  17,000  Russian 
troops  in  Estonia  and  Latvia)  but  he 
goes  much  further.  He  suggests  that 
Alaska  was  once  Russian  and  could  be 
so  again.  He  also  has  designs  on  parts  of 
Finland,  Poland,  and  Afghanistan. 

When  you  read  some  of  Mr. 
Zhirinovsky’s  statements  (see  sidebar) 
it  all  sounds  like  the  ravings  of  a 
madman,  but  a madman  who  captured 
25%  of  the  Russian  vote.  He  talks  about 
selling  arms  to  buyers  such  as  Iraq.  He 
wants  to  keep  Russia  for  the  Russians 
and  blames  Jews  for  many  of  his 
country’ s problems.  While  he  insists  he 
is  not  racist,  he  suggests  shipping  a 
million  Azerbaijanis  from  Russia  back 
to  Azerbaijan. 

So  far,  Mr.  Zhirinovsky  has  only 
simple  solutions  to  complex  problems, 
assuring  supporters  he  has  everything 
worked  out  in  his  own  head.  “It’s  just 
I’m  an  expert  in  what  I am  doing,”  he 
said.  “I  provide  prompt  answers  to 
questions  because  I have  them.”  Adding 
that  he  graduated  from  university  with 
honours,  speaks  four  languages,  and 
has  travelled  widely,  he  concludes, 
“Hence  my  prompt  solutions.” 


i 
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The  Thoughts  of  Zhirinovsky 

The  leader  of  the  Liberal  Democratic  Party  in  Russia  has  made  some  outrageous 
statements.  Here  are  a few  of  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky’s  recent  musings. 

“If  a German  looks  at  a Russian  the  wrong  way  when  I’m  in  the  Kremlin,  you 
Germans  will  pay.” 

“We  will  create  new  Hiroshimas  and  Nagasaki’s...  I will  not  hesitate  to  deploy 
nuclear  weapons.” 

“I’ll  bury  radioactive  waste  along  the  Lithuanian  border  and  put  up  powerful  fans 
and  blow  the  stuff  across  at  night.  They’ll  all  get  radiation  sickness.  They’ll  die  of  it. 
When  they  either  die  out  or  get  down  on  their  knees.  I’ll  stop” 

“I  say  it  quite  plainly  - when  I come  to  power,  there  will  be  a dictatorship.” 

“I  am  a moderate  in  all  things.” 

When  Bulgaria’s  government  ordered  his  expulsion  he  was  heard  to  instruct  a 
Russian  official  to:  “Call  Bulgaria’s  president  and  tell  him  he’s  scum.” 

He  has  also  made  claims,  denied  by  the  military,  that  Russia  has  developed  a non- 
nuclear weapon  capable  of  destroying  the  world. 

Is  this  a man  to  be  feared  or  ridiculed;  is  he  a force  or  a farce? 


His  agenda  for  the  challenges 
ahead  of  him  in  the  new  State  Duma 
(lower  house  of  parliament)  include  the 
following:  Stop  sending  financial  aid  to 
the  poorer  republics  of  the  former  Soviet 
Union;  tighten  border  controls  with 
these  republics;  protect  Russians  living 
in  these  states;  stop  the  conversion  of 
Russian  heavy  arms  factories  to  civilian 
production.  As  for  the  growing  crime 
wave  in  Russia,  he  would  crush  it 
ruthlessly.  “We’ll  set  up  courts  on  the 
spot,”  he  says,  “and  shoot  the  leaders  of 
criminal  bands.” 

Mr.  Yeltsin’ s senior  reformers  call 
Mr.  Zhirinovsky  a dangerous  fascist, 
by  which  they  mean  an  extreme 
nationalist  who  hates  foreigners.  The 
47 -year-old  lawyer  denies  this  and  since 
his  amazing  success  with  the  voters  has 
been  talking  more  like  a lamb  than  a 
lion.  “If  Yeltsin  asks  us  to  form  a 
government,  we  are  ready.  If  he  invites 
us  to  join  the  government,...  we  are 
ready,”  he  said.  “If  he  offers  us  nothing, 
we  are  ready  to. . . help  constructively.” 

Mr.  Zhirinovsky  has  two  probable 
allies  in  the  new  Duma,  both  with 
substantial  blocks  of  seats.  The 
conservative  Communist  Party,  which 
stands  for  a slowdown  in  market  reform, 
came  third  in  the  election.  The  Agrarian 
Party,  which  lobbies  to  keeping  the  old 


collective  farm  system,  thinks  along 
similar  lines.  Working  with  the  67  or 
more  members  of  the  Liberal 
Democratic  Party,  they  could  give 
President  Yeltsin  a parliament  even 
harder  to  deal  with  than  the  one  he 
angrily  dismissed  last  October.  Already, 
Mr.  Yeltsin’s  prime  minister  is  trying 
to  steer  the  government  away  from 
fast-track  market  reform. 

How  did  this  strange  and  disturbing 
figure  rise  to  wield  such  political  power? 
With  the  benefit  of  hindsight,  we  can 
see  why.  Russians  could  once  look  on 
themselves  as  citizens  of  a superpower. 
They  were  first  in  space  with  their 
Sputnik  satellite.  Their  mighty  armed 
forces  were  backed  by  a nuclear  arsenal 
which  could  pulverize  the  world.  Their 
empire  with  its  satellites  stretched  from 
the  German  border  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
Though  lives  were  drab  and  food  dull, 
everyone  worked  and  everyone  ate. 

That  was  true  until  1989.  With  the 
collapse  of  communism  then  everything 
began  to  change.  Now,  five  short  years 
later,  the  empire  is  gone,  the  army  is  a 
shabby  shadow  of  the  old  days,  the  air 
force  is  reduced  to  taking  tourists  for  a 
spin  in  a MiG  fighter  to  earn  money. 
Food  is  a bit  more  plentiful  but  soaring 
inflation  takes  much  of  it  out  of  reach 
for  many.  A job  for  life  is  no  longer  a 


Module  2 - Section  2 


40 


sure  thing  in  an  economy  which  is 
being  privatized. 

With  the  loss  of  national  pride 
comes  disgust,  despair,  then  anger. 
People  look  for  an  outlet  for  these 
emotions  and  people  like  Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky  are  there  to  lure  them  with 
the  promise  of  renewed  Russian 
greatness. 

How  does  President  Y eltsin  handle 
this  loose  cannon  in  his  new  Duma? 
Analysts  say  he  has  three  options.  The 
first  would  be  a trade-off  - Mr.  Yeltsin 


would  bring  in  a tough  nationalist  policy 
in  exchange  for  support  on  reform 
programs.  The  second  would  be  to  give 
up  economic  reform.  A third  course 
might  be  to  persuade  all  the  small 
reformist  parties  to  unite  with  Russia’s 
Choice  in  support  of  the  remaining  tough 
steps  to  a market  economy.  That  would 
call  for  the  tact  of  a master  diplomat, 
and  Mr.  Yeltsin  has  yet  to  pass 
diplomacy  1A.  Still,  it  could  be  done, 
especially  if  the  West  gives  him  moral 
and  material  support.1 


Now  that  you  have  read  “The  Russian  Hitler,”  answer  the  following  questions. 

1 . What  reasons  would  the  quarter  of  Russian  voters  who  supported  Mr.  Zhirinovsky 
have  for  voting  for  him? 


2.  What  are  some  of  the  obstacles  that  have  to  be  overcome  in  order  to  reform 
Russia  into  a market  economy? 


1 R/L  Taylor  Publishing  Consultants  Ltd.  for  the  article  from  Canada  and  the  World,  “The  Russian  Hitler,” 
February  1994.  Reprinted  by  permission  of  Canada  and  the  World,  Waterloo,  Ontario. 
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3.  Different  options  or  possibilities  exist  as  to  what  will  take  shape  in  Russia. 
Using  various  forms  of  media  available  to  you,  follow  up  on  the  latest 
information  concerning  Russia’s  parliament  and  president.  Summarize  your 
findings  in  a written  composition.  Use  your  own  paper  for  planning  and  for 
writing  your  finished  copy. 


^ Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Enrichment. 


Conclusion 

It  is  apparent  from  this  study  of  communism  that  political  systems  can  be  used  to  try 
to  achieve  the  objectives  of  a particular  ideology.  Power  can  be  centralized,  with 
all  major  decision  making  taking  place  in  the  highest  organs  of  the  government,  in 
order  to  reshape  society.  Although  resistant  to  change,  dictatorships  must  respond 
to  the  challenges  presented  by  new  ideas  and  changing  times. 


Assignment 

Booklet 


ASSIGNMENT 

There  is  no  assignment  for  this  section.  The  material  covered  in  Section  2 
will  be  dealt  with  in  your  Section  3 Assignment. 

^ • 
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Fascism 


rom  your  studies  of  World  War  II,  you  should  be  familiar  with  Adolf  Hitler  and 
the  German  Nazi  party.  Have  you  ever  wondered  how  a man  like  Hitler  got  the 
power  he  had?  Why  did  the  German  people  support  such  a leader?  As  you  examine 
the  economic  and  political  conditions  in  Germany  during  the  1930s,  you  will 
discover  how  and  why  Hitler  gained  the  support  of  the  German  people.  The  Nazi 
movement  claimed  to  represent  the  German  people’s  culture  and  traditions  and  it 
provided  a sense  of  purpose  and  direction  for  the  nation. 

he  early  twentieth  century  was  a period  of  profound  political  change.  Revolution 
led  to  the  establishment  of  a communist  government  in  Russia.  The  fear  of 
communism,  war,  and  depression  was  to  lead  to  the  establishment  of  another  form 
of  political  organization  - fascism.  This  section  examines  fascism  in  Nazi  Germany. 

jAkfter  completing  this  section  you  should  be  able  to  do  the  following: 

• describe  how  a fascist  dictatorship  achieves  power 

• explain  the  methods  used  by  fascist  dictatorships  to  maintain  political  power 

• identify  the  characteristics  of  dictatorship  in  Nazi  Germany 
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Activity  1 : Ideas  That  Contribute  to  Fascism 

While  communism  can  be  characterized  as  a revolutionary  ideology  of  the  far  left, 
fascism  can  be  characterized  as  a political  movement  of  the  extreme  right.  During  this 
century,  its  characteristics  were  shared  by  the  governments  of  Italy,  Germany,  and 
Japan.  Fascist  movements  were  in  evidence  in  Britain,  France  and  other  European 
countries,  and  fascist  policies  also  found  supporters  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Fascism  has  no  single  guiding  philosophy  or  founding  political  theory,  rather  it  is  based 
on  a number  of  powerful  ideas  as  well  as  the  fascist  experience  of  the  twentieth  century. 
Fascism  is  totalitarian  dictatorship  founded  on  principles  of  nationalism,  elitism, 
racism,  and  militarism. 

Nationalism 

To  fascists,  the  nation  is  believed  to  be  central  to  an  understanding  of  life.  The  nation 
is  an  expression  of  common  purpose.  Through  their  contribution  to  the  achievement 
of  national  greatness,  individuals  can  find  their  worth. 

The  nation  actually  takes  on  spiritual  qualities  that  bind  the  people  together.  People 
work  for  the  betterment  of  the  nation.  They  join  together  in  celebration  of  national 
greatness.  They  are  prepared  to  fight  and  die  in  the  service  of  their  nation. 

Adolf  Hitler  wrote  of  recognizing  two  Gods:  one  in  heaven  and  the  other  - Germany. 

Elitism 


Fascists  reject  democracy  as  a form  of  government.  To  them,  it  is  indecisive  and  weak. 
Its  attempt  to  represent  the  interests  of  a majority  of  people  makes  it  incapable  of 
achieving  anything  but  mediocrity. 

Elite:  a carefully  selected  part  of  j Fascists  believe  that  good  government  is  the  product  of  rule  by  the  elite  whose 

intelligence  and  knowledge  distinguishes  them  from  the  common  crowd.  These  are 
individuals  whose  intuitive  sense  of  leadership  and  national  purpose  are  superior  to 
others.  People  who  have  such  qualities  would  rule  by  their  own  law  - all  others  would 
follow. 

Racism 

Particular  theories  of  evolutionary  superiority  were  attractive  to  fascists  in  Nazi 
Germany.  The  belief  that  some  races  were  biologically  more  advanced  than  others 
contributed  to  an  increased  sense  of  national  pride. 

The  ideas  of  racial  superiority  and  national  greatness  led  fascists  to  conclude  that  the 
superior  race  should  have  the  superior  nation  - a larger  nation.  This  served  to  justify 
the  mistreatment  of  races  they  considered  inferior  and  the  military  violence  against 
other  nations. 
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Authoritarianism:  rule  by  force  in 
which  a higher  value  is  placed  on 
obedience  than  on  individual 
freedom 


44 


Militarism 

Fascists  were  people  of  action.  Struggle  was  seen  as  a part  of  the  life  of  people,  and 
so  it  was  also  necessary  to  the  survival  of  the  nation.  The  military,  with  its  discipline 
and  pageantry,  was  an  inspirational  organization.  It  was  also  useful  in  achieving  the 
goals  of  fascist  expansion. 

As  a political  system,  fascism  is  authoritarian.  It  rules  by  force  without  regard  for 
constitutional  restraint.  All  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  leader  who  is  not  responsible 
or  accountable  to  the  people.  Authoritarianism  places  higher  value  on  obedience  than 
on  freedom  of  thought  and  expression. 

1 . What  is  the  part  that  force  plays  in  fascist  societies? 


2.  How  is  the  role  of  authoritarianism  reflected  in  each  of  the  principles  of  fascism? 
Nationalism: 


Elitism: 


Rascism: 


Militarism: 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  1. 
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Activity  2:  Fascism  in  Italy 

The  fascist  government  of  Benito  Mussolini  ruled  Italy  from  1922  to  1943.  Mussolini 
gained  power  during  a time  of  political  instability.  His  party  had  no  identifiable  platform. 

Mussolini  said,  “ Our  program  is  simple:  we  wish  to  govern  Italy.  They  ask  us  for 
programs,  but  there  are  already  too  many.  It  is  not  programs  that  are  wanting  for  the 
salvation  of  Italy,  but  men  and  willpower.”  He  felt  that  socialism  and  democracy  did 
not  have  the  strength  to  survive  in  a violent  world.  Life  to  Mussolini  was  a struggle. 
To  endure  and  conquer,  required  directed  activity  and  disciplined  effort.  Mussolini 
believed  democracy  failed  by  putting  faith  in  the  people  as  individuals.  He  thought  that 
this  reduced  the  nation  to  a level  of  mediocrity  that  represented  the  average  citizen  and 
not  the  most  gifted  individuals. 

1 . What  characteristics  of  fascist  government  are  evident  in  Mussolini ’ s statement? 


2.  a.  Is  there  an  implied  preference  for  action  or  planned  policy? 


b.  Leadership  or  regulated  government? 


c.  Logic  or  emotion? 


( 

! Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  2. 


Mussolini  believed  that  men  of  action,  who  were  loyal  to  the  nation  could  accomplish 
anything.  His  skills  as  a public  speaker  and  ability  to  touch  the  heart  of  his  fellow 
countrymen  gave  many  a sense  of  self-worth  and  purpose.  In  this  spirit,  he  promised 
to  return  Italy  to  its  former  glory  during  the  times  of  the  Roman  Empire. 


s 

f 


While  in  power,  Mussolini  systematically  reduced  the  functions  of  all  government 
bodies  until  he  was  supreme  dictator  - II  Duce.  Mussolini  gave  fascism  its  name,  and 
many  of  its  characteristics.  He  used  force  and  violence  as  a means  to  gain  and  maintain 
power.  He  believed  men  were  at  their  best  while  engaged  in  conflict  (war  was  to  men 
what  childbirth  was  to  women.)  His  policies  glorified  the  nation  and  its  leader. 

Your  main  study  of  fascism,  however,  will  deal  with  Nazi  Germany,  for  it  was  in 
Germany  that  fascism  found  its  fullest  expression. 
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Activity  3:  Background  to  Fascism  in  Germany  - The 
Weimar  Republic 

The  rise  of  totalitarian  governments  is  sometimes  believed  to  result  from  conditions  of 
extreme  instability.  Under  conditions  of  depression  and  insecurity,  people  are  more 
likely  to  turn  to  drastic  political  solutions. 

Following  defeat  in  World  War  I,  Germany  became  a constitutional  democracy  based 
on  the  parliamentary  form  of  government  with  a multi-party  system  and  proportional 
representation.  The  position  of  president  was  also  created  with  the  power  to  appoint 
the  head  of  government  (the  chancellor)  and  to  govern  without  the  consent  of 
parliament  (the  Reichstag)  in  times  of  emergency. 

The  major  political  parties  in  Weimar  Germany  included  the  following: 

Left  Centre  Right 


Communist  — 


Social 

Democrat 


Catholic 

Centre 


— Nationalists  — 


National 

Socialists 


These  parties  are  depicted  as  they  would  be  placed  on  a political  spectrum.  The 
Communist  Party  represents  the  extreme  left  wing;  the  National  Socialists  the  extreme 
right.  The  National  Socialist  Party,  the  Nazi  Party,  was  based  on  fascist  ideas  and 
represented  a strong  reaction  against  the  policies  of  the  Communist  Party. 

The  following  graphs  illustrate  the  voting  patterns  in  Germany  from  1924  to  1932. 
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1.  Use  the  information  presented  in  the  graphs  to  describe  German  voting  patterns 
from  1924  to  1932. 


2.  How  popular  was  the  left  wing  as  compared  to  the  right  wing  in  1932? 


ii 

i 


r 

Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  3. 
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The  Weimar  Republic  (which  the  period  of  democracy  in  Germany  between  1919  and 
1933  is  known  as)  failed  to  win  the  people’ s trust  on  two  fronts.  Initially,  the  civilian 
government  was  held  responsible  for  signing  the  Treaty  of  Versailles.  The  treaty  held 
Germany  responsible  for  starting  the  First  World  War  and  it  included  the  terms  by 
which  Germany  was  to  pay  for  the  damages  incurred.  The  treaty  was  insulting  and 
demeaning  to  the  German  people. 

Suffering  from  a war-tom  economy  itself,  the  government  took  to  printing  more  money 
in  order  to  pay  its  debts.  This  policy  led  to  an  incredible  bout  of  inflation  that  by  1923 
had  wiped  out  the  savings  of  many  middle-class  Germans. 


That  will  be  1 mark,  please.  That  will  be  1 000  000  marks, 

please. 

Although  the  new  German  Chancellor,  Gustav  Stressmann,  was  able  to  restore  order 
and  confidence  in  the  economy,  German  trust  had  been  severely  tested. 

3.  With  reference  to  the  graphs  showing  election  results,  determine  which  party,  or 
parties,  seemed  most  popular  with  the  people  during  this  period  of  economic 
uncertainty.  What  would  explain  this  popularity? 


I! 


Backed  by  huge  loans  from  the  United  States  and  encouraged  by  negotiated  reductions 
in  reparation  payments,  the  German  economy  prospered  until  it  and  other  major 
economies  of  the  world  entered  the  Great  Depression  of  1929. 
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4.  The  Depression  in  Germany  meant  unemployment  for  3 million  people  in  1929. 
By  1932,  there  were  6 million  unemployed.  With  reference  to  the  graphs  on 
election  results,  determine  what  effect  the  Depression  had  on  German  voting 
patterns. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  3. 


Activity  4:  Adolf  Hitler  and  the  Nazis 


Hitler’s  first  attempt  at  gaining  power  came  during  the  economic  crisis  of  1923.  In  the 
Munich  Putsch  (seizure  of  power)  Hitler  marched  with  a large  crowd  of  brown- shirted 
Nazi  stormtroopers  in  defiance  of  the  government.  The  putsch  was  unsuccessful. 
Hitler  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  nine  months. 


Adolf  Hitler  (1 889-1 945),  the  founder  and  leader  of  the 
Nazi  Party,  maintained  full  power  in  Germany  until  his 
suicide  in  Berlin. 
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Mein  Kampf 

While  in  prison.  Hitler  completed  Mein  Kampf { My  Struggle). 
In  the  book,  Hitler  discussed  the  nature  of  man,  society,  the 
nation,  and  government.  He  believed  Germans  to  be  a master 
race  - the  most  advanced  and  highly  cultured  of  all  races.  He 
warned  against  diluting  German  blood  with  that  of  inferior 
races  - the  subhumans. 

His  strongest  language  was  used  against  Jewish  people.  In 
emotional,  hate-filled  rhetoric  he  accused  them  of  being  a 
race  without  culture  and  a threat  to  civilization.  Hitler 
believed  Jewish  people  and  communists  were  responsible  for 
Germany’s  defeat  in  World  War  I. 

Hitler  rejected  democracy  as  a form  of  government.  He 
believed  instead  that  the  best  constitution  would  recognize 
the  power  of  one  supreme  leader  whose  authority  would  be 
unchallenged. 

In  life,  Hitler  believed  that  people  must  kill  to  survive. 
Survival  and  greatness  for  individuals  and  for  the  German 
nation  would  be  achieved  by  the  point  of  the  dagger. 


1 . If  the  ideas  expressed  in  Mein  Kampf  served  as  the  theoretical  basis  of  fascism, 
what  would  you  expect  of  a fascist  government  in  practice? 


2.  Given  the  German  experience  with  democratic  government,  how  do  you  think  the 
German  people  would  have  reacted  to  Hitler’s  ideas  on  government? 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  4. 


Hitler’s  strongest  appeal  was  not  in  his  writing  but  in  his  oratorical  skills.  A critic  of 
Hitler  wrote  the  following: 


I have  been  asked  many  times  what  is  the  secret  of 
Hitler’s  extraordinary  power  as  a speaker.  I can  only 
attribute  it  to  his  uncanny  intuition,  which  infallibly 
diagnoses  the  ills  from  which  his  audience  is  suffering. 

His  words  go  like  an  arrow  to  their  target,  he  touches 
each  private  wound  on  the  raw,  liberating  the  mass 
unconscious,  expressing  its  innermost  aspirations,  telling 
it  most  what  it  wants  to  hear. 

Indeed,  Hitler  was  a powerful  personality,  able  to  inspire 
loyalty  in  close  associates  and  to  command  vast  gatherings 
with  the  passion  of  his  speeches. 

Hitler’s  appeal  grew  as  Germany  once  again  entered  a 
period  of  political  and  economic  instability.  As  the  world’s 
economies  went  into  depression,  and  the  United  States 
called  back  its  loans  to  Germany,  the  German  people  were 
looking  for  answers. 

Hitler  told  them  what  they  wanted  to  hear.  He  suggested 
that  there  were  simple  answers  to  complex  problems.  The 
doctrine  of  National  Socialism  was  repeated  over  and  over 
again  until  it  came  to  be  believed. 


The  symbols  of  the  Nazi  Party  drew  its  supporters  closer  together.  There  were 
attractive  uniforms,  a special  straight-armed  salute,  and  the  swastika;  but  of  special 
appeal  was  the  party’s  discipline  and  call  to  action. 


:i 
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At  enormous  rallies  the  psychological  impact  of  Nazi  propaganda  reached  its  peak. 


A Rally  in  Berlin 


One  rally  is  described  where  60  000  people  gathered  to  be  addressed  by  Hitler  on  the 
subject  of  Nazi  achievements  in  the  preceding  years.  The  stage  was  set  as  hundreds 
of  swastika- adorned  banners  were  marched  in  to  make  an  impressive  backdrop  of  gold 
and  red  behind  the  speakers.  A giant  swastika  towered  over  the  banners  and  a spotlight 
played  upon  it.  In  conjunction  with  impressive  music,  the  effect  was  hypnotic  on  the 
emotions  of  the  crowd. 

The  feelings  of  the  people  were  manipulated  with  great  skill.  The  speakers  led  them 
on  to  a state  of  mass  hysteria.  Excited  exclamations  changed  to  shouts  of  “Heil  Hitler.” 
The  vast  crowd  became  a sea  of  emotion  swept  by  the  Nazi  message. 

For  those  who  opposed  him,  Hitler  resorted  to  violence.  His  stormtroopers  often 
became  embroiled  in  fights  with  Jews,  communists,  and  political  opponents. 

3.  What  effect  would  the  activities  of  Hitler’s  army  have  on  his  popularity  and 
support? 
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Populism:  a political  system 
having  great  popular  appeal  but 
not  necessarily  a firm  basis  of 
political  policy 


In  the  election  of  1930,  107  Nazis  were  elected  to  parliament. 

Hitler’s  strong  showing  was  based  on  widespread  support.  Nazism  was  a populist 
movement  claiming  to  represent  the  German  people,  their  traditions,  and  their  culture. 
It  promised  jobs  to  the  workers,  security  for  the  middleclass,  and  purpose  - a sense  of 
belonging  and  direction  for  the  German  nation.  For  the  landowners  and  wealthy 
industrialists,  Hitler  promised  to  rid  the  nation  of  the  threat  of  a communist  takeover. 
In  return,  they  helped  finance  his  political  campaigns. 

4.  Why  were  communists  seen  as  a threat  to  the  industrialists  and  landowners? 


In  1933,  President  Hindenburg  appointed  Hitler  Chancellor.  While  the  appointment 
was  made  in  order  to  form  a workable  coalition  in  the  Reichstag,  Hitler  used  the 
appointment  to  his  own  advantage.  He  ordered  another  election. 

i! 

In  the  course  of  the  campaign,  the  Reichstag  was  set  on  fire.  Hitler  blamed  the 
communists  and  banned  the  party.  At  the  same  time,  he  suspended  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  people. 


Decree  of  the  Reich’s  President  for  the  Protection  of  the  People  and  State 
- February  28, 1933 

In  virtue  of  Section  48  (2)  of  the  German  Constitution,  the  following  is  decreed 
as  a defensive  measure  against  Communist  acts  of  violence  endangering  the 
state: 

Article  1 

Sections  11 4, 115, 117, 118, 123, 124  and  1 5 3 of  the  Constitution  of  the  German 
Reich  are  suspended  until  further  notice.  Thus,  restrictions  on  personal 
liberty,  on  the  right  of  free  expression  of  opinion,  including  freedom  of  the 
press,  on  the  right  of  assembly  and  the  right  of  association,  and  violations  of 
the  privacy  of  postal,  telegraphic,  and  telephonic  communications,  and 
warrants  for  house-searches,  orders  for  confiscations  as  well  as  restrictions  on 
property,  are  also  permissible  beyond  the  legal  limits  otherwise  prescribed. 
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5 .  Hitler  had  no  evidence  linking  communists  to  the  fire  in  the  Reichstag.  Why  might 
he  have  chosen  to  blame  them  for  starting  the  fire? 


6.  a.  List  the  various  forms  of  communication  which  Hitler  placed  under  greater 
government  control  while  limiting  the  rights  of  the  German  people. 


b.  Of  what  advantage  might  greater  government  control  of  the  media  be  to  a 
government? 


7.  What  effect  would  this  suspension  of  constitutional  rights  have  on  the  political 
climate  in  Germany? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  4. 
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Following  the  election,  Hitler  formed  a coalition  government  with  a smaller  right  wing 
party  and  then  passed  the  Enabling  Act  which  granted  the  Chancellor  the  right  to  make 
laws  without  the  consent  of  Parliament. 

In  the  following  years,  a number  of  elections  were  held,  but  there  were  no  alternatives 
to  Nazi  candidates.  The  Nazi  executive  had  outlawed  all  other  parties.  The  results  of 
j the  elections,  therefore,  were  really  no  surprise.  Germany  was  a dictatorship. 

I Activity  5:  Totalitarianism  in  Germany 


In  1 934,  when  President  Hindenburg  died.  Hitler  made  himself  Fiihrer  (leader).  Under 
his  dictatorship,  the  centralization  of  power  extended  to  all  state  governments 
throughout  Germany.  Even  municipal  governments  received  their  orders  from  Berlin. 
All  members  of  all  government  organizations  belonged  to  the  Nazi  party.  The  judicial 
system,  an  essential  check  on  the  power  of  government,  took  its  orders  from  Hitler. 
Judges  had  no  right  to  question  decisions  made  by  the  Fiihrer. 

Even  those  who  enjoyed  positions  of  privilege  in  the  ranks  of  the  party  were  treated 
harshly  if  they  questioned  the  Fiihrer.  In  1934,  the  leader  of  the  stormtroopers  pressed 
for  the  passage  of  economic  reform  measures  which  were  a part  of  the  National 
Socialist  Party’ s platform.  In  what  has  become  known  as  the  Night  of  the  Long  Knives, 
he  and  over  a hundred  other  leaders  were  shot  by  Hitler’s  personal  protection  squad, 
| the  SS. 


The  SS  and  a secret  police  force  called  the  Gestapo,  had  extraordinary  powers  which 
they  used  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties.  Those  found  or  suspected  of  disloyalty  to 
the  Fiihrer  were  beaten,  tortured,  or  shot.  Thousands  were  sent  to  concentration  camps 
to  work  and  to  die. 


Every  part  of  German  life  was  controlled  by  the  Nazi  party.  Joseph  Goebbels,  the 
minister  for  Propaganda  and  Public  Enlightenment,  controlled  all  forms  of  media,  the 
libraries,  art,  and  music.  His  policies  resulted  in  a flood  of  Nazi  slogans  which  extolled 
the  leadership  of  Adolf  Hitler  and  encouraged  all  loyal  Germans  to  follow  the  leader. 

Young  people  were  encouraged  to  join  Hitler  Youth 
organizations.  They  wore  uniforms,  participated  in  pomp 
and  pageantry,  and  were  encouraged  to  develop  a deep 
devotion  to  Adolf  Hitler.  By  1938,  there  were  over  seven 
million  members. 

Education  focused  on  the  Nazi  ideas  of  German  superiority. 

Students  studied  Mein  Kampf  and  and  were  encouraged 
to  develop  an  appreciation  for  German  literature,  art,  and 
science.  The  theories  of  Albert  Einstein  were  discredited 
as  being  the  work  of  a Jewish  person. 
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Hitler’s  Attacks  on  the  Jews 

Nazi  Germany  stood  alone  among  totalitarian  states  in  one  regard,  its  utterly  ruthless 
persecution  of  Jews.  Hitler  blamed  them  for  many  of  Germany’s  problems.  Anti- 
Semitism  was  fanned  by  Hitler  to  increase  the  feelings  that  already  existed  against 
Jews  in  Germany.  Actions  began  with  economic  repression.  In  1933,  a boycott  was 
organized  against  Jewish  shops,  goods,  doctors,  and  lawyers.  The  names  of  Germans 
who  continued  to  use  Jewish  services  were  published  to  increase  the  pressure.  Jewish 
people  were  also  made  visible  by  having  to  wear  armbands  and  badges  indicating  their 
status.  They  were  forbidden  to  marry  anyone  non-Jewish.  They  were  deprived  of 
citizenship  and  could  not  vote.  These  actions  occurred  in  1935. 

This  was  a time  of  “spontaneous  persecution,”  and  Jews  were  encouraged  to  emigrate. 
Unfortunately,  few  other  countries  welcomed  the  Jewish  refugees.  Many  were  turned 
back  and  had  to  return  to  Germany.  In  1938,  there  was  an  escalation  of  official  violence 
against  Jews.  In  retaliation  for  a German  official  shot  dead  in  Paris  by  a Jew,  the  SS 
destroyed  Jewish  shops  and  synagogues  and  beat  many  Jews  to  death.  Shortly 
thereafter,  thousands  of  Jews  were  sent  to  the  work  camps.  The  average  life  expectancy 
in  these  camps  was  nine  months,  so  it  was  really  a death  sentence.  In  1942,  the 
extermination  camps  began  to  carry  out  the  mass-murder  of  Jewish  people.  It  is 
estimated  that  nearly  six  million  Jews  died  in  these  camps  as  well  as  approximately  five 
million  other  victims. 

The  Concentration  Camps 

Anyone  resisting  the  Nazi  regime  could  end  up  in  a concentration  camp.  Jews  and 
Slavs,  political  opponents,  union  leaders,  ministers  of  religion,  pacifists,  and 
homosexuals  were  among  those  sent  to  the  camps.  The  commanders  had  to  be 
encouraged  to  consider  the  prisoners  subhuman  and  objects  of  hate,  and  they  were 
subjected  to  violence.  Kicking,  punching,  and  beating  of  prisoners  was  routine. 
Torture  also  occurred.  Prisoners  were  suspended  by  ropes  tied  to  arms  pinned  behind 
theirbacks.  They  were  whipped.  Some  were  strapped  on  racks.  Prison  inmates  in  work 
camps  might  be  killed  if  they  were  disliked  by  the  guards. 

There  were  physicians  in  the  concentration  camps  who  performed  excruciating 
medical  experiments  on  inmate  subjects.  Thousands  died  at  their  hands  from  poison 
injections. 

The  extermination  camps  were  marked  by  a businesslike  efficiency.  A major  one, 
Auschwitz,  had  its  beginning  in  1941  when  the  supreme  commander  of  the  SS  ordered 
that  all  Jews,  except  those  who  were  able  to  work,  were  to  be  destroyed.  Rudolf  Hess, 
the  commandant  of  Auschwitz,  was  instructed  to  prepare  the  installations  there  for 
mass  exterminations.  At  his  war  criminal  trial  he  acknowledged  that  it  was  “an 
extraordinary  and  monstrous  order,”  but  that  was  not  his  concern.  He  said  he  was  given 
orders  and  had  no  choice  but  to  follow  them. 
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To  begin  with,  people  were  shot  to  death  by  firing  squads.  It  was  thought  that  gassing 
might  be  more  efficient.  Experiments  were  carried  out  with  Russian  prisoners.  The 
first  batch  of  900  prisoners  were  exposed  to  crystals  of  a pesticide  called  Zyklon  B. 
There  were  told  they  were  to  be  deloused  and  were  herded  into  a large  room.  The 
crystals  were  thrown  in  and  quickly  turned  to  deadly  gas.  There  was  panic  and  terror, 
but  all  the  Russian  prisoners  were  soon  dead. 

Hess  had  the  poison  and  the  method  to  use  in  the  mass  extermination  of  Jews  which 
was  soon  to  commence.  Under  his  direction  over  a million  people  may  have  ultimately 
died  in  the  gas  chambers  of  Auschwitz.  He  oversaw  all  the  details  and  this  is  his 
description  of  what  happened  in  a gassing. 

The  door  would  now  be  quickly  screwed  up  and  the  gas  immediately  discharged  by 
the  waiting  disinfectors  through  vents  in  the  ceilings  of  the  gaschambers,  down  a shaft 
that  led  to  the  floor.  This  ensured  the  rapid  distribution  of  the  gas.  It  could  be  observed 
through  the  peep  hole  in  the  door  that  those  who  were  standing  nearest  to  the  induction 
vents  were  killed  at  once.  It  can  be  said  that  about  one-third  died  right  away.  The 
remainder  staggered  about  and  began  to  scream  and  struggle  for  air.  The  screaming, 
however,  soon  changed  to  the  death  rattle  and  in  a few  minutes  all  lay  still. 

He  described  his  supervision  of  what  went  on.  “I  had  to  watch  hour  after  hour,  by  day 
and  by  night,  the  removal  and  burning  of  the  bodies,  the  extraction  of  the  teeth  (for 
gold),  the  cutting  of  hair  (for  felt  boots),  the  whole  grisly  interminable  business.” 
Indeed  he  oversaw  a most  dismal  chapter  in  the  annals  of  human  viciousness. 

1 . Make  a chart  listing  the  characteristics  of  totalitarianism  and  for  each  characteristic 
describe  an  example  from  Nazi  Germany. 
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2.  Which  descriptions  of  events  and  circumstances  in  Nazi  Germany  are  examples 
of  the  theories  of  fascism  in  practice? 


3 . Draw  a diagram  showing  the  degree  of  centralization  of  power  in  Nazi  Germany. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  5. 


Although  totalitarian,  the  fascist  government  of  Adolf  Hitler  had  widespread  appeal. 
Massive  amounts  were  spent  on  public  works  such  as  the  autobahn  (the  superhighways). 
Private  enterprise  was  controlled  and  directed  to  provide  jobs,  goods,  and  services 
according  to  the  demands  of  the  government.  Production  was  closely  monitored  and 
geared  towards  increasing  military  strength.  The  introduction  of  universal  military 
training  almost  eliminated  unemployment. 

In  the  late  1930s,  Germany  was  the  envy  of  many  European  countries.  Its  economy 
was  booming;  prosperity  had  returned.  German  pride  and  confidence  had  been 
restored. 

The  fascist  belief  in  militarism  and  nationalism,  however,  proved  a deadly  combination. 
These  beliefs  fuelled  a desire  for  expansionism  that  led  to  war  and  ultimately  to  the 
defeat  of  Nazi  Germany  in  1945. 
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Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is  recommended 
that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  concepts,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 

Complete  the  following  summary  of  fascism  by  filling  in  the  blanks  using  the  words 
from  the  bulletted  list.  Use  each  word  only  once. 


secret  police 

• Versailles 

• totalitarian 

• terror 

racism 

• Mussolini 

• communist 

• crisis 

centralization 

• opposition 

• militarism 

• fiihrer 

National  Socialism 

• propaganda 

• nationalism 

• elitism 

economic  depression 

• dictatorship 

was  the  first  European  country  to  turn 

fascist  under  the 

leadership 

..  Adolf  Hitler  led  a similar  political  movement  called 

in  Germany.  Fascism  is  based  on  principles  of 

, , and 


While  it  has  been  difficult  to  determine  why  people  support  fascist  regimes,  studies 
indicate  that  fascist  governments  tend  to  come  to  power  during  times  of 

. In  Germany,  the  population  was  particularly  distressed 

because  of  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of and  because  of  the 


Hitler  rose  to  power  by  spreading and  discrediting  the 

policies  of  the  opposition.  His  party  was  particularly  opposed  to  the  policies  of  the 

party.  After  being  appointed  Chancellor,  Hitler  consolidated 

his  power  by  destroying  all and  making  himself 


The  Nazi  government  maintained  its  hold  on  power  by  resorting  to  techniques  of 

. This  included  the  activities  of  the 

who  were  especially  effective  in  using to  control  the 

people. 
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The of  power  used  by  the  Nazi  regime  was  effective  in 

establishing  their  policies.  By  controlling  everything,  the  Nazi  government  made 
Germany  into  a state. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Extra  Help. 


Enrichment 


Read  the  following  excerpt  and  complete  the  questions  that  come  after  it. 


Traditional  analysis  of  political 
dictatorship  has  been  centred  on  the 
motivations  of  dictatorial  leaders,  driven 
by  lust  for  power  and  sadistic  cravings 
for  domination.  The  followers  and 
subjects  of  a dictatorship  are  viewed 
exclusively  as  “victims”  who  just  happen 
to  fall  into  the  misfortune  of  oppressive 
rule.  Every  insurance  company  knows 
that  some  persons  are  more  accident- 
prone  than  others,  and  every  policeman 
knows  that  some  persons  are  more  likely 
to  attract  criminals  than  others. 

Similarly,  it  is  not  too  farfetched  to 
suggest  that  some  people  and  some 
nations  are  more  “dictatorship-prone” 
than  others.  Plato’ s psychological  insight 
led  him  to  suggest  in  his  Republic  that 
constitutions  grow  not  “from  stone  to 
stone,”  but  “from  those  characters  of  the 
men  in  the  cities  which  preponderate 
and  draw  the  rest  of  the  city  after  them.” 
The  very  existence  of  an  authoritarian 
mass  movement  like  fascism  depends 
on  the  desire  of  many  persons  to  submit 
and  obey. 

Rational  democrats  may  not 
understand  why  anyone  would  prefer  to 
obey  rather  than  take  the  responsibility 
of  making  decisions  for  himself;  they 
take  it  for  granted  that  citizens  should 
make  their  own  decisions  rather  than 
have  their  actions  dictated  by  others. 
But  this  democratic  attitude  overlooks 


the  comforts  of  irresponsibility  to  many 
persons.  Children  love  the  feeling  of 
being  sheltered  and  secure  behind  the 
benevolent  power  and  authority  of  their 
parents.  The  mark  of  a mature  adult  is 
the  willingness  and  capacity  to  stand  on 
one’s  own  feet,  to  take  responsibility 
and  to  be  independent  of  others.  Yet 
relatively  few  persons  ever  attain  this 
sort  of  maturity;  the  process  of  growing 
up  is  painful,  and  many  individuals  fear 
a cold  competitive  world  where  they 
must  struggle  for  themselves  without 
the  care  and  omnipotence  of  parental 
love  and  security.  In  human  beings 
there  is  a latent  tendency  toward 
dependence  based  on  the  parent-child 
relationship,  although  some  people 
manage  to  achieve  a more  self-reliant 
adulthood  than  others.  The  totalitarian 
system,  whether  communist  or  fascist, 
appeals  to  people  who  constantly  seek 
out  the  parent-child  relationship,  who 
grasp  for  security  through  dependence. 

What  are  some  of  the  traits  that 
characterize  an  authoritarian  personality, 
particularly  the  personality  attracted  to 
the  fascist  type  of  authoritarianism?  A 
tendency  to  conform  compulsively  to 
orthodox  ideals  and  practices  ; emotional 
rigidity  and  limited  imagination; 
excessive  concern  with  problems  of 
status  and  strength;  strong  loyalty  to 
one’ s own  group  coupled  with  vehement 
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dislike  of  outsiders;  and  stress  on 
discipline  and  obedience  rather  than 
freedom  and  spontaneity  in  human 
relations  (education,  sex,  family, 
religion,  industry,  government).  The 
“herd-minded”  (or  ethnocentric)  element 
in  the  fascist  personality  is  perhaps  the 
single  most  important  one,  although  no 
one  element  in  itself  conclusively  defines 
a personality  as  authoritarian. 

The  key  role  of  the  family  in  the 
formation  of  basic  attitudes  seems  to  be 
brought  out  by  all  clinical  and  theoretical 
studies;  but  the  family  is  not,  after  all,  an 
isolated  and  independent  agent.  Rather, 
it  reflects  the  predominant  goals  and 
values  of  the  society,  and  constitutes  to 
the  child  the  cultural  and  psychological 
representative  of  society  at  large. 

No  person  is  ever  completely 
authoritarian  or  completely  democratic, 
just  as  no  human  being  is  ever  an  utter 
devil  or  a perfect  angel.  In  each  case  it 
is  a question  of  quantity  and  degree, 
though  differences  of  quantity  eventually 
become  differences  of  quality.  Although 
there  has  been  no  major  fascist  mass 
movement  in  the  United  States  so  far,  it 
is  a matter  of  record  that  some  Americans 
looked  upon  German  and  Italian  fascism 


in  the  1930s  as  the  “wave  of  the  future” 
(as  it  was  called  in  a book  of  that  title) 
and  that  others  sympathized  with 
Argentine  fascism  in  the  1940s  and 
1950s. 

Dependence  and  submission  in  a 
totalitarian  society  - fascist  or  communist 
- give  a person  the  security  for  which  he 
or  she  hungers  but  deny  individual  self- 
expression  and  self-assertion,  the  needs 
for  which  are  as  deeply  embedded  in 
human  nature  as  is  the  desire  for  security. 
Thus  denied,  these  drives  turn  into 
repressed  hostility  and  aggression,  for 
the  expression  of  which  fascism  provides 
two  channels:  one  for  the  ruling  class, 
and  one  for  the  ruled.  Within  the 
apparatus  of  a dictatorial  party  and 
government,  there  is  a typical  pattern: 
crouching  before  the  superior  above, 
pressing  down  on  the  subordinate  below. 
Only  the  leader  need  not  crouch  before 
anyone  - he  only  presses  down.  Below 
the  top  leader-  “Big  Brother,”  as  Orwell 
called  him  in  1984,  the  classic  fictional 
portrait  of  totalitarianism  - each  member 
of  the  party  and  government  hierarchy 
must  kowtow  to  someone  above  him, 
although  in  return  he  may  tread  on  those 
below  him.1 


1 . What  values  does  the  author  believe  form  the  basis  for  the  appeal  of  authoritarianism? 


1 Prentice-Hall  Inc.,  for  the  excerpt  from  Today ’s  Isms  by  Ebenstein.  Reprinted  by  permission  of  Prentice-Hall  Inc. 
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2.  What  conflict  in  values  faces  people  caught  in  the  choice  between  authoritarian 
and  democratic  political  systems? 

' 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Enrichment. 


Conclusion 

Fascism  was  a major  phenomenon  of  the  early  twentieth  century.  Its  appeal  has  been 
the  source  of  many  major  studies  on  the  psychology  of  people.  While  fascism  is 
presently  regarded  as  a disgraced  alternative  as  a form  of  government,  it  is  nonetheless 
important  to  understand  it  and  to  recognize  its  characteristics  as  a form  of  dictatorship. 


^ ASSIGNMENT 

Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  this  section. 

- 
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Political  Systems: 
A Summary 


Many  changes  in  the  world  political  scene  have  occurred  in  the  late  1980s  to  early 
1990s,  such  as  the  collapse  of  communism  in  Eastern  European  countries  and  the 
formation  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Independent  States  from  what  used  to  be  the 
former  Soviet  Union.  What  are  your  thoughts  on  these  changes?  Why  do  you  think 
these  political  changes  occurred?  As  the  Berlin  Wall  was  dismantled,  the  people  that 
were  part  of  what  was  formerly  East  Germany  were  freed  from  the  communistic 
political  system  that  had  existed  there  since  the  end  of  World  War  II.  These  people 
now  needed  to  change  and  adapt  to  a new  political  system  since  East  and  West 
Germany  were  reunited  in  late  1 990.  Do  you  think  that  all  former  East  Germans  were 
supportive  of  the  change  in  political  systems?  What  factors  would  influence  how 
different  people  viewed  the  changes  that  occurred? 

1 T 

JL  he  twentieth  century  has  been  dominated  by  political  upheaval.  The  major 
political  systems  are  confronted  with  new  issues  and  each  is  compelled  to  adapt  and 
respond  to  the  forces  of  change.  This  section  will  focus  on  a method  by  which  you 
can  use  the  information  you  have  learned  to  better  understand  the  world  in  which  you 
live.  Resolving  issues  is  a social  studies  skill  on  which  you  will  be  extensively  tested. 
It  is  imperative,  therefore,  that  you  understand  the  methods  by  which  you  choose  and 
defend  a position  on  an  issue. 

Akfter  completing  this  section,  you  should  be  able  to  do  the  following: 

• analyse  the  features  of  political  systems 

• understand  the  basis  for  developing  a sound  argument 

• defend  your  choice  of  desirable  and  effective  features  of  a political  system 
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Activity  1 : Ideology  and  Political  Systems 

The  political  systems  which  you  have  examined  in  Modules  1 and  2 are  based  on  the 
relationship  between  the  people  and  their  government.  Under  democratic  forms  of 
government,  the  power  of  government  is  limited  and  subject  to  the  will  of  the  people. 
The  ideal  of  liberty  serves  as  a guiding  principle  in  determining  the  extent  to  which 
the  government  has  influence  over  the  lives  of  the  people.  Ideally  the  people  are  free 
and  the  government  rules  in  their  interest.  The  individual  is  supreme. 

This  vision  of  democracy  contrasts  sharply  with  authoritarian  forms  of  government. 
Authoritarian  systems  place  the  full  power  of  government  in  the  hands  of  a political 
elite.  Power  can  then  be  used  to  reshape  society  and  achieve  the  ideological 
objectives  of  the  elite.  The  needs  of  individuals  are  secondary  to  the  needs  of  the 
state. 

Draw  a diagram  which  contrasts  the  flow  of  political  power  between  the  government 
and  the  governed  in  democracies  and  dictatorships. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  1. 
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Of  course,  these  are  just  idealizations.  They  are  the  theoretical  basis  of  political 
systems.  In  practice,  governments  in  democracies  use  a certain  amount  of  coercion  to 
achieve  their  goals.  Power  has  become  more  centralized  in  policy-making  executive 
branches  of  government.  Centralization  is  often  deemed  necessary  to  deal  effectively 
with  states  of  emergency  or  national  crisis.  While  liberty  is  an  ideal,  the  individual  is 
not  alone  in  society.  The  ideal  of  equality  and  the  growing  complexity  of  society  have 
broadened  the  scope  of  government  activities  in  the  lives  of  the  citizens. 

| 

In  practice,  authoritarian  systems  are  aware  that  coercion  alone  is  not  an  effective 
means  of  maintaining  power.  The  needs  of  the  people  must  be  met  or  they  will 
question  the  right  of  the  government  to  rule.  As  the  population  becomes  more 
educated,  it  is  also  likely  to  demand  some  say  in  the  governing  process.  Authoritarian 
governments  are  therefore  aware  of  the  need  to  establish  a broad  base  of  political 
support. 

While  democracies  promote  the  values  of  liberty  and  independence,  authoritarian 
governments  offer  security  and  stability.  Neither  system  can  ignore  the  merits  of  the 
other. 

There  is  a difference  between  political  ideology  and  political  systems.  Ideology 
offers  an  explanation  of  the  basis  upon  which  governments  rule.  It  gives  a 
framework  upon  which  to  measure  the  successes  and  failures  of  political  systems  in 
practice.  By  examining  political  systems  in  practice,  there  is  evidence  that  can  be 
used  to  support  or  discredit  the  effectiveness  or  desirability  of  government  policies. 

For  example,  consider  the  following: 

In  1970,  in  reaction  to  the  illegal  activities  of  a small  group  of  members  of  a Quebec 
separatist  movement,  the  Front  de  liberation  du  Quebec  (FLQ),  the  government  of 
Canada  invoked  the  War  Measures  Act.  This  Act  asserts  the  government’s  power 
to  control  virtually  every  aspect  of  human  activity.  Under  the  Act,  the  government 
has  the  power  to  censor  and  control  all  publications  and  communications.  It  may 
authorize  the  police  to  arrest,  detain,  and  deport  anyone  suspected  of  being  involved 
in  illegal  activities, 
j 

In  its  use  against  the  FLQ,  membership  in  the  organization  was  considered  grounds 
for  arrest.  There  were  450  people  arrested  in  Quebec  and  referred  to  as  “suspected 
terrorists.”  Armed  soldiers  patrolled  the  streets  of  downtown  Montreal. 

j 

The  FLQ  crisis  in  Canada  is  an  interesting  example  of  government  in  practice.  The 
government  of  Canada  is  dedicated  to  preserving  the  ideals  of  democracy  - freedom 
and  liberty. 

The  events  of  1970  demonstrate  that  political  beliefs  are  not  necessarily  reflected  in 
political  practice.  The  stability  and  security  of  the  nation  are  also  important. 
Freedom  gave  way  to  authoritarian  rule,  and  the  majority  of  free  Canadians 
supported  it! 


Social  Studies  30 


66 


Activity  2:  Understanding  the  Issue 

Questions  of  political  systems  are  never  simple.  The  world  you  live  in  is  dominated 
by  nations  with  political  systems.  Your  understanding  of  ideology  and  the 
characteristics  of  major  political  systems  will  give  you  a better  understanding  of  the 
world.  Your  studies  can  serve  as  a framework  upon  which  to  base  a reasoned 
response  to  the  issues  which  confront  all  nations. 

Ultimately,  your  own  values  will  determine  your  response  to  any  issue.  This 
response,  however,  should  be  based  on  more  than  “a  gut  feeling”  and  a “strong 
belief.”  Your  study  of  political  systems  has  provided  you  with  examples  which  can 
be  used  as  evidence  to  support  a position  on  an  issue. 

For  example,  Modules  1 and  2 began  with  a description  of  events  which  occurred 
in  Tiananmen  Square  in  China  in  1 989.  Most  Canadians  supported  the  students  who 
were  demanding  democracy  in  China. 

1 . What  beliefs  and  values  do  you  think  contributed  to  Canadian  support  for  the 
dissident  students? 


Canadians  live  in  a democracy.  As  an  ideology,  democracy  is  characterized  as  a 
system  of  government  in  which  the  majority  rule  with  respect  for  minority  rights. 
There  is  political  freedom  and  individual  liberty. 

Do  Canadians  value  individualism  and  freedom?  Many  Canadians  do  and  showed 
this  with  their  support  for  the  Chinese  students  who  in  Tiananmen  Square  demanded 
change. 

In  the  centre  of  Beijing,  students  were  actively  defying  the  government  and 
demanding  change.  Many  Chinese,  and  certainly  most  Chinese  government 
leaders,  were  dismayed  by  events  in  Tiananmen  Square.  They  wanted  more 
individual  freedom  from  a government  committed  to  the  socialist-based  ideals  of 
Karl  Marx. 
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2.  What  beliefs  and  values  do  you  think  contributed  to  the  position  of  the  Chinese 
government? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  2. 


The  leader  of  the  Communist  revolution  in  China  was  Mao  Tse-tung. 

Pre-communist  China  was  a land  dominated  by 
warlords  who  fought  each  other  to  assert  their 
authority,  and  by  landlords  and  rich  merchants 
who  exploited  the  peasantry.  Much  of  China  was 
controlled  by  foreign  governments  (British, 
American,  French,  and  Japanese.) 

In  1931,  Mao  and  other  communist  leaders 
established  a strong  relationship  with  the  peasantry 
and  founded  the  Red  Army,  now  known  as  the 
People’s  Liberation  Army.  The  army  worked  in 
the  interests  of  the  peasants  and  won  their  support. 

The  communist  victory  in  China  was  the  result  of 
popular  support  and  participation.  The  communist 
government  of  China  has  been  mindful  of  its  need 
to  maintain  public  support.  While  it  has  often 
resorted  to  coercion  to  maintain  the  security  of  the 
state,  its  ultimate  goal  is  to  create  a citizenry 
which  openly  supports  the  communist  goal  of 
equality. 

Do  the  Chinese  value  equality,  stability,  and  security?  Yes,  at  least  those  who 
supported  the  government  do. 

Through  your  understanding  of  ideology  you  were  able  to  determine  the  underlying 
basis  for  disagreement  between  Canadians  and  the  Chinese  government.  All  people 
have  beliefs,  but  not  all  people  have  the  same  beliefs. 
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Your  understanding  of  value  positions  will  help  you  appreciate  the  reaction  of  the 
Chinese  education  officials: 


Marxism  vital,  teachers  told 


BEIJING  (AP)  - Chinese 
education  officials  said  teaching 
Marxism  should  take  priority  over 
reading  and  arithmetic,  newspapers 
reported  Sunday. 

“Education  must  serve  socialism,” 
the  Communist  party  newspaper 
People's  Daily  quoted  Education 
Minister  Li  Tieying  as  telling  college 
and  provincial  education  officials  on 
Saturday  at  the  end  of  a three-day  special 
meeting. 

“We  must  not  allow  the  lecture 
platforms  of  socialist  universities  to  be 
used  for  the  wanton  dissemination  of 
bourgeois-liberal  views,”  Li  said, 
referring  to  western  ideas.  He  said 
colleges  had  wrongly  put  “intellectual 
education”  before  ideological  and  moral 
teaching. 

Since  crushing  student-led  protests 
for  a freer  society  six  weeks  ago,  Chinese 


leaders  have  expressed  determination 
not  only  to  round  up  those  involved  in 
the  protests  but  to  root  out  what  they  see 
as  the  causes  - especially  western  ideas. 

They  have  jammed  radio  signals 
from  the  US  government-run  Voice  of 
America,  turned  off  local  hotels’ 
reception  of  foreign  television 
broadcasts,  and  banned  sales  of  foreign 
newspapers  and  magazines  in  Beijing. 

But  their  greatest  efforts  have  been 
directed  at  re-educating  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  students  who  marched 
countrywide  under  banners  demanding 
freedom  and  democracy,  and  who  the 
leaders  say  were  misled  by  professors 
with  anti-socialist  ideas. 

Meanwhile,  a Shanghai  worker 
was  sentenced  to  12  years  in  prison  for 
attacking  two  drivers  of  a train  that 
plowed  into  a crowd  of  protesters  June  6, 
killing  six  people.1 


3.  What  techniques  of  dictatorship  are  evident  in  the  actions  of  the  government 
officials? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  2. 


The  Chinese  government  and  the  student  demonstrators  placed  different  emphasis 
on  certain  values.  They  did  not  agree  on  which  of  the  following  values  were  the  most 
important  to  society:  individualism,  freedom,  equality,  stability,  or  security. 


1 The  Calgary  Herald  for  the  article,  “Marxism  vital,  teachers  told,”  Monday,  July  17,  1989.  Reprinted  by 
permission  of  Associated  Press. 


Module  2 - Section  4 


69 


Activity  3:  Choosing  a Position 

Value  positions  were  the  basis  for  responses  to  an  issue  facing  the  Chinese 
government.  In  this  case,  the  issue  could  be  expressed  as:  Should  governments 
tolerate  the  actions  of  dissident  groups? 

Your  position  on  this  issue  might  be:  yes,  governments  should  tolerate  the  actions  of 
dissident  groups.  After  all,  you  live  in  a democracy.  In  theory,  democracies  allow  for 
the  greatest  degree  of  freedom  and  expression  of  political  opposition.  However,  would 
your  answer  change  if  the  actions  of  the  dissidents  appeared  to  be  a threat  to  the  very 
foundation  of  your  society  (as  the  FLQ  appeared  to  the  Canadian  government  in  1 970)? 

An  alternative  response  to  this  issue  might  involve  having  a government  with  the 
characteristics  of  an  authoritarian  system.  Security  might  be  of  more  value  in  times 
of  crisis! 

j 

Issues  are  never  simple.  They  often  present  a dilemma.  Whatever  your  position,  you 
must  have  some  reasons  for  choosing  it.  Your  reasons  will  serve  as  a basis  for  a 
sound  argument. 

Persuasive  argument  can  be  based  on  ideas  of  desirability  and  effectiveness. 
There’ s not  much  sense  in  supporting  a policy  or  course  of  action  that  doesn’t  work; 
that  is  ineffective.  Nor  is  it  wise  to  support  a course  of  action  that  although  effective, 
is  undesirable. 

s 


“The  operation  was  a “But...  the  patient 
success!”  died.” 


Desirability  is  based  on  ideas  of  fairness.  Is  it  fair?  Is  it  just?  Is  it  right?  Social 
acceptance  can  play  a role  here.  Will  the  people  support  the  policy  or  course  of 
action?  Will  the  people  see  the  government’s  actions  as  being  in  their  own  best 
! interests? 

Effectiveness  is  determined  primarily  by  whether  something  works.  If  a course  of 
action  achieves  its  objective,  it  is  effective.  To  be  effective,  a policy  or  course  of 
action  must  be  workable.  The  resources,  management,  and  technology  must  be 
available  to  implement  the  policy. 


Social  Studies  30 


Module  2 - Section  4 


70 


Once  achieved,  the  policy  or  course  of  action  can  be  evaluated  to  determine  if  the 
results  are  short-term  or  long-lasting. 


These  criteria,  desirability  and  effectiveness,  can  be  used  to  evaluate  a policy  or 
course  of  action  in  process  as  well  as  by  result. 

Consider  the  following  comic  strip. 


mm 

to  THKiy  BMWER,  Righv? 
MAI  GCAN6TD 

CWERAFEW 
THOUSAND 


m RULES  ^ 
ooKtsm  you 

CAN  ROB  THE 
BANK..  "MM'S 
CHEATING 


toTUEfcJLESSAYYCA) 
OWf  ROB  THE  BAHVL? 

do  wet?  just  «*l 
THE  DICE  AND  ACCEPT 
THIS  ASMRM8KTURH 
OF  EVENTS,  O*? 


OIC.  \F  rtcw  \ HA!  IU  StBU 
VCRE  PUNWte.TO  MR  DQE5ST0 
TM  ROBBING  Mlj  PLACE 
w&mmi 


YEAH?  VJEU..IHTAVM&  ML 
THE  HOUSES  AND  UOTEIS.  AUD 
PUmttG  THEM  OH  BALTIC, 
WHERE  YOU  OUST  LANDED! 
YOU  OWE  ME  $ 250,000  ! 


TUATS  WU NCM 
TUM^VOU.m.. 
\ 


1 Calvin  & Hobbes,  by  Bill  Watterson.  Copyright  1989  Universal  Press  Syndicate.  Reprinted  with  permission. 
All  rights  reserved. 
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1 .  What  arguments  does  Calvin  (the  boy)  use  to  support  his  position? 


2,  What  does  Hobbes’  s action  reveal  about  the  effectiveness  of  Calvin’  s proposal? 

! 


3.  What  does  Calvin’s  action  reveal  about  the  desirability  of  his  position? 


4.  What  comment  does  the  comic  strip  make  about  the  relationship  between  the 
individual  and  the  collective  good? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  3. 
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Activity  4:  Defending  a Position 

You  now  have  a basis  upon  which  to  develop  an  argument  supporting  your  position 
on  the  issue:  Should  governments  tolerate  the  actions  of  dissident  groups? 

However,  like  a courtroom  lawyer,  you  need  evidence  to  prove  your  case. 

Reasons  for  your  position  on  this  issue  should  come  from  examples  of  governments 
which  have  taken  action  under  similar  circumstances.  Such  actions  can  be  examined 
to  determine  if  they  were  effective  and/or  desirable. 

An  example  of  a government  which  had  taken  action  in  regards  to  dissidents  was  the 
government  of  the  USSR. 

The  traditional  position  of  the  government  of  the  USSR  had  been  one  of  intolerance 
towards  dissent.  The  government  was  committed  to  the  establishment  of  a 
communist  society  based  on  equality.  Individual  freedom  was  of  secondary 
importance  to  the  collective  goal  - a communist  society.  In  the  process  of  trying  to 
achieve  its  ends,  the  government  employed  the  techniques  of  dictatorship. 

Using  the  information  presented  in  Section  2 of  this  module,  choose  specific 
examples  which  best  illustrate  the  communist  government’ s reaction  to  dissent.  The 
examples  you  choose  should  provide  evidence  of  the  effectiveness  and/or  desirability 
of  the  government’s  action. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  4. 
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You  now  have  examples  of  government  action  against  dissent.  But,  on  their  own, 
your  examples  prove  nothing.  The  use  of  propaganda  to  encourage  support  for 
government  policy  is  a technique  which  both  authoritarian  and  democratic 
governments  use.  The  example  of  the  use  of  propaganda  does  not  in  itself  present 
an  argument  for  or  against  authoritarian  rule. 

To  be  of  use,  your  example  must  be  used  as  evidence  to  support  your  argument.  This 
is  done  by  relating  each  example  to  the  criteria  upon  which  your  position  is  based. 

For  example:  If  your  position  on  the  issue  is  that  governments  should  tolerate  the 
actions  of  dissident  groups,  then  you  might  base  this  position  on  the  following  criteria. 

Effectiveness:  If  the  government  is  intolerant  of  dissent,  then  it  will  respond  to  the 
actions  of  dissident  groups  with  force.  While  effective  in  the  short-term,  the  use  of 
force  will  not  on  its  own  control  the  actions  of  the  people.  The  dissatisfactions  which 
the  dissidents  are  expressing  will  surface  again. 

Desirability:  While  the  actions  of  the  government  against  the  dissenters  might  well  be 
effective,  such  action  against  dissent  often  violates  fundamental  freedoms.  This  is  an 
injustice.  Furthermore,  the  actions  of  the  government  represent  a failure  to  deal 
constructively  with  opposition.  If  opposition  is  suppressed,  then  the  freedoms  of  society 
have  been  limited. 

Your  example  of  the 
government’s  use  of 
propaganda  can  now  be 
related  to  effectiveness.  The 
use  of  propaganda  was  one  of 
the  methods  used  by  the 
Soviet  government  to  control 
the  people,  and  when  used  in 
conjunction  with  other 
techniques,  it  was  effective. 

The  use  of  propaganda, 
however,  is  undesirable  in  that 
it  removes  the  people’s  right 
of  access  to  the  truth,  or  at 
least  to  alternative  points  of 
view.  Limiting  access  to 
information  prevents  human 
growth  in  understanding  the 
world. 

Your  position  against 
government  suppression  has 
been  supported  by  evidence 
which  clearly  shows  that 
such  action  is  undesirable. 
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Really,  it’s  quite  simple.  You  must  remember  to  state  what  your  example  is 
evidence  of  and  how  it  supports  your  position. 

There  are  a few  points  to  remember  about  evidence: 

• It  must  be  accurate. 

• It  must  be  relevant. 

• The  more  evidence  presented,  the  stronger  the  argument. 


Activity  5:  Examining  Alternatives 

Whatever  position  you  take  on  an  issue,  you  are  arguing  that  your  position  is  better 
than  the  alternative.  If  evidence  leads  you  to  believe  that  it  is  wrong  for  governments 
to  suppress  dissent,  then  you  will  want  to  prove  that  it  is  better  for  governments  to 
tolerate  dissent. 

An  alternative  to  an  authoritarian  response  to  dissent  would  be  a democratic 
government’s  response.  How  do  democracies  deal  with  dissent? 

Using  information  from  Module  1 , choose  examples  which  illustrate  how  democratic 
governments  deal  with  dissent.  Your  examples  should  show  the  effectiveness  and J 
or  desirability  of  the  government’s  action. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  5. 
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Activity  6:  The  Conclusion 

The  strength  of  your  position  is  affected  by  how  persuasively  you  have  argued  your 
position.  The  conclusion  affords  you  one  last  chance  to  ensure  that  your  position  is 
clear  and  well  thought  out. 

It  is  appropriate  to  examine  the  broader  implications  of  your  position. 

When  you  examine  your  position,  these  are  some  of  the  issues  you  should  have 
addressed  in  presenting  your  argument: 

• Is  your  position  fair  or  morally  right? 

• How  realistic  is  your  position?  In  other  words,  can  it  work? 

• Are  there  other  people  in  society  who  will  support  your  position? 

• Would  you  be  willing  to  be  subject  to  the  course  of  action  you  have  argued  the 
government  should  pursue? 

• Is  your  proposed  course  of  action  appropriate  for  all  similar  cases? 

• On  what  values  is  your  position  based?  In  what  way  are  these  values  of  greater 
social  or  ethical  benefit? 


A simple  example  of  this  reasoning  is  evident  in  the  philosopher  Voltaire’s  defense 
of  freedom.  Voltaire  suggested  that  although  he  might  not  agree  with  your  position, 
he  would  defend  to  the  death  your  right  to  express  it.  Voltaire  understands  the 
consequences  of  his  position.  If  he  is  to  be  free,  others  must  also  be  free.  Others  will 
disagree  with  his  position  as  he  disagrees  with  theirs,  but  all  must  have  the  freedom 
to  express  their  opinions.  Freedom  is  the  highest  value. 

Practise  writing  a complete  response  to  this  issue.  Should  governments  tolerate  the 
actions  of  dissident  groups?  The  issue  appears  as  the  final  assignment  for  this  section. 


Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is  recommended 
that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  concepts,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 

Issues  are  an  important  part  of  Social  Studies.  In  learning  about  political  systems, 
you  came  across  different  approaches  to  similar  problems.  All  political  systems  are 
concerned  with  power,  how  it  is  used,  and  to  what  purpose  it  is  directed  - but  not 
all  political  systems  come  to  the  same  conclusions. 


Social  Studies  30 


Module  2 - Section  4 


76 


Should  decision  making  be  restricted  to  a particular  group  in  society? 

Should  political  systems  emphasize  the  collective  good  at  the  expense  of  individual 
interests? 

These  are  issues  which  confront  societies.  How  do  you  reach  a position  on  such  issues? 
One  approach  is  to  follow  these  steps. 


Step  1 . Explain  what  the  issue  means  to  you.  Show  that  you  understand 
that  any  issue  involves  values.  Choosing  between  values  presents 
societies  with  a dilemma. 

Step  2.  Issues  present  you  with  alternative  courses  of  action.  Examine 
them  and  present  examples  to  show  if  such  action  is  effective  and / 
or  desirable. 

Step  3.  Choose  a position.  Defend  your  position  by  showing  how  the 
evidence  supports  your  position. 


For  each  of  the  following  issues,  identify  the  underlying  values. 
• Should  governments  limit  the  freedom  of  the  press? 


• Should  governments  control  what  is  taught  in  public  schools? 


• Should  minority  rights  be  protected  in  society? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Extra  Help. 
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Enrichment 

A modem  historian,  E.  Ader,  stated  the  following  of  dictatorships: 

Whenever  the  muzzle  on  free  speech  has  been  loosened,  extensive  criticism  of  both 
the  system  and  the  leaders  has  followed,  with  the  result  that  restrictions  have  been 
reinstituted.  Dictatorships  require  popular  enthusiasm  or  enforced  quiescence,  and 
should  the  mling  clique  feel  its  position  threatened  by  public  discontent,  it  will 
forcibly  close  the  avenues  of  expression  to  restore  submissiveness. 

1.  What  evidence  from  your  studies  of  political  systems  supports  this  appraisal? 


2.  To  what  extent  is  the  restriction  of  freedom  justified  in  the  interests  of  achieving 
an  ideological  objective? 

j 




Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Enrichment. 
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Conclusion 

Political  systems  are  not  static.  They  are  not  things  that  can  be  studied  like  relics 
from  a bygone  era.  Political  systems  are  dynamic.  They  grow  and  change  in 
response  to  the  needs  and  circumstances  of  the  societies  around  them.  Political 
systems  present  issues  which  need  to  be  resolved.  This  section  has  given  you  one 
approach  to  arriving  at  and  defending  a position  on  such  issues. 


MODULE  SUMMARY 

This  module  has  examined  dictatorship. 

Dictatorship  is  a form  of  political  organization  in  which  power  is  allocated  to  a 
distinct  group  or  individual.  This  decision-making  power  is  not  subject  to 
constitutional  law . The  legislative  and  judicial  powers  of  government  are  incorporated 
by  the  all-powerful  executive  branch. 

Communism  and  fascism  are  both  dictatorial  forms  of  government.  Although 
similar  in  their  use  of  coercion  to  control  the  people,  they  are  based  on  very  different 
ideas.  Communism  aims  for  a classless  society.  Fascism  is  based  on  class  structure 
and  promotes  elitism.  Communism  strives  for  internationalism;  fascism  stresses 
nationalism. 

Characteristic  of  dictatorship  are  the  techniques  by  which  it  maintains  power.  From 
authoritarian  control  to  totalitarian  domination  of  all  facets  of  society,  dictatorships 
must  still  be  mindful  of  the  balance  between  the  needs  of  the  individual  and  the  goals 
of  the  state. 
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Assignment 

Booklet 


FINAL  MODULE  ASSIGNMENT 


Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  final  assignment  for  this  section. 
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Glossary 


Absolutism 

absolute  rule  which  is  not  subject  to  constitutional  limits 

Anti-Semitism 

hatred  of  Jews 

Authoritarianism 

rule  by  force  in  which  a higher  value  is  placed  on  obedience  than  on 
individual  freedom 

Autocracy 

government  in  which  one  person  has  supreme  power 

Bourgeoisie 

in  Marxist  terms,  the  class  of  industrialists  and  owners  of  the  means  of 
production 

Bureaucracy 

the  administrative  apparatus  and  departments  of  the  government 

a political  system  in  which,  following  a revolution,  ownership  of  land  and  the 
means  of  production  is  transferred  to  all  members  of  society 

a system  of  government  in  which  the  leader  is  not  bound  to  rule  by  law  and 
the  government  is  not  accountable  to  the  people 

to  disagree  with  the  government  or  others 

a person  who  disagrees  with  the  government,  authority,  or  others 

Elite 

a carefully  selected  part  of  a group  with  exclusive  membership 

a policy  of  “openness”  in  the  society 

the  systematic  teaching  of  political  ideas  with  the  view  to  increase  political 
support 

government  by  a few,  or  by  a group  sharing  the  same  interests 

social  and  economic  reform 

a political  system  having  great  popular  appeal  but  not  necessarily  a firm  basis 
of  political  policy 

in  Marxist  terms,  the  workers  of  an  industrial  state 

Propaganda 

the  ideas  used  in  widespread  and  deliberate  attempts  to  indoctrinate 

a political  system  which  stresses  a gradual  change  in  the  ownership  of  the 
means  of  production  in  order  to  achieve  a society  based  on  equality 

a form  of  government  in  which  one  political  party  totally  dominates  all 
aspects  of  society 
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Suggested  Answers 

Section  1 : Activity  1 

1.  a.  oligarchy  b.  tyranny  of  the  majority  c.  autocracy 

2.  Minority  rights  are  protected  under  the  charter  of  rights. 


Type 

Who  Rules 

How  Rule  Is  Carried  Out 

absolute  monarchy 

one  person 
(inherited  position) 

traditional  authority 

autocracy 

one  person 

no  restraint  on  authority 

oligarchy 

elite  minority 

no  restraint  on  authority 

tyranny  of  the  majority 

majority 

without  regard  to  minority  rights 

4.  As  a democracy,  Chile  had  a free  press  and  active  political  parties;  the  military  was  not  involved 
in  politics. 

5.  Citizens  do  not  enjoy  liberty  from  arbitrary  government  action.  Powers  of  the  judicial  branch  of 
government  are  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  military. 

6.  Under  military  leadership,  the  executive  branch  of  the  government  is  the  most  powerful  branch. 
This  executive  group  makes,  interprets,  and  enforces  its  own  laws. 

7.  Military  dictatorships  gain  power  by  force  and  maintains  power  with  force. 

Section  1 : Activity  2 

1 . Modem  communication  by  radio,  television,  telecommunications,  and  computer  networking  have 
made  it  easier  to  monitor  and  control  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  citizens. 

2.  a.  controlled  participation  c.  indoctrination  e.  direction  of  popular  discontent 

b.  secret  police  d.  use  of  terror  f.  use  of  force 

Section  1 : Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  c 3.  d 5.  e 7.  a 

2.  f 4.  h 6.  g 8.  b 
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Enrichment 

1 . Machiavellian  is  a term  used  to  describe  the  “devious”  tactics  of  some  dictators  and  other  power- 
seeking  individuals. 

2.  This  will  be  a personal  response,  but  your  letter  should  detail  methods  of  seizing  and  maintaining 
power  without  regard  to  the  morality  of  the  action. 

Section  2:  Activity  1 

1 . The  remedy  would  be  a classless  society. 

2.  If  the  society  was  truly  classless,  then  any  economic  reason  for  crime  or  conflict  will  have  been 
removed.  The  society  would  be  based  on  cooperation,  poverty  would  be  significantly  reduced,  and 
there  would  be  equality  and  freedom  for  all  members  of  society. 

3.  Revolution  — » Dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  — > Withering  away  of  the  State  — » Communism 

Section  2:  Activity  2 

The  peasants  in  an  agricultural  society  are  not  the  same  as  workers  in  an  industrial  society.  According 
to  the  Marxist  view  of  history,  it  was  only  in  an  industrialized  society  with  its  conflict  between  workers 
and  owners  that  revolution  would  occur.  The  workers  would  collectively  come  to  realize  that  they  were 
being  exploited  by  the  industrialists,  and  then  they  would  revolt.  According  to  this  theory,  “Agrarian 
Russia”  was  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time.  Lenin’s  idea  of  elite  leadership  was  essential  for  a 
“communist”  revolution  in  Russia. 

Section  2 : Activity  3 

1 . The  Communist  Party  believed  Marxist  theory  to  be  the  tmth  about  society.  Its  responsibility  was  to 
ensure  the  achievement  of  a tme  state  of  communism.  There  was  no  role  for  other  political  influence. 

2.  The  government  would  be  subject  to  the  commands  of  the  party. 

3.  The  party  could  enforce  its  decisions  and  its  policies  on  all  members  of  society.  The  organization 
gave  the  party  a way  to  control  the  lives  of  the  majority  of  the  people. 

Section  2:  Activity  4 
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2.  There  is  representation  by  population  through  the  House  of  Commons.  There  is  regional 
representation  through  the  Senate. 

3.  The  former  Soviet  government  was  not  a responsible  government.  It  was  accountable  to  the  party 
and  not  the  people. 

4.  All  constitutional  rights  and  powers  were  secondary  to  the  interests  of  the  communist  state.  The 
communist  party  determined  the  interests  of  the  state  and  therefore  had  higher  authority  than  the 
Supreme  Soviet. 


Section  2:  Activity  5 

1 . The  picture  portrays  Stalin  as  a confidant  of  Lenin.  Stalin’  s role  in  the  revolution  is  given  greater 
significance  by  this  association. 

2.  Stalin’  s personal  power  was  so  great  that  no  one  dared  slight  him  for  fear  of  reprisal.  This  was  part 
of  the  cult  of  personality. 

3 . A supporter  of  liberal  democracy  would  not  condone  the  methods  which  Stalin  used  to  achieve  his 
objectives.  The  ideals  of  freedom  and  human  rights  were  violated  during  Stalin’s  rule. 

A Marxist  might  not  agree  with  the  methods  Stalin  used,  but  the  USSR  provided  the  world  with  its 
first  communist  society.  To  a Marxist  believing  in  the  new  historical  inevitability  of  communism, 
this  society  gave  purpose  and  meaning  to  life,  and  a communist  society  was  one  of  the  greatest 
historical  achievements  of  mankind.  Faced  with  non- supporters  who  would  have  wanted  the  Soviet 
Union  to  become  capitalist,  Stalin  had  no  alternative  but  to  act  the  way  he  did. 

By  viewing  historical  events  through  the  perspective  of  different  ideologies,  events  can  have 
different  meanings. 


Section  2:  Activity  6 

1 . Your  analysis  should  include  examples  of  the  following: 

• propaganda  • terror  (use  of  secret  police) 

• indoctrination  • controlled  participation 

2.  The  rights  of  the  people  - the  “collective  good”  - come  before  the  rights  of  the  individual.  Peace 
and  “justice”  (through  equality)  are  the  goals. 

3.  The  collective  good  holds  more  weight. 

4.  The  outside  world  was  both  alien  and  hostile  to  communism  - the  Soviet  officials  therefore  felt 
justified  in  censoring  news  from  other  countries. 
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Section  2:  Activity  7 

1 . The  Canadian  federation  has  been  affected  by  nationalist  sentiments  in  Quebec  and  regionalism  in 
areas  such  as  “the  west.” 

2.  Bureaucracy  becomes  slow,  inefficient,  and  burdened  by  paperwork. 

3.  Since  the  government  controlled  all  aspects  of  society,  special  government  departments  were 
needed  to  supervise  and  plan  for  all  activities.  While  all  governments  need  a bureaucracy  to 
function,  the  Soviet  Union’s  was  far  greater  in  scope. 

4.  The  major  difference  is  that  some  degree  of  say  in  the  decision-making  process  was  being  given  to 
the  people. 

5.  All  political  systems  have  a range  of  political  viewpoints.  Conservatives  would  have  condemned 
Gorbachev’s  reforms.  More  liberal  elements  would  have  accused  him  of  moving  too  slowly. 

6.  The  Communist  Party  was  the  organization  responsible  for  bringing  a true  state  of  communism  to 
the  Soviet  Union.  Lenin  gave  it  this  role.  Party  members  would  be  fearful  that  a shift  in  emphasis 
away  from  the  communist  goals  of  collectivism  and  equality  could  undermine  the  ultimate  success 
of  the  revolution. 


Section  2:  Follow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 

Communism  in  the  Soviet  Union  was  an  ideological,  one-party  dictatorship.  Communism  is  based  on 
the  ideas  of  Karl  Marx.  Under  the  leadership  of  Lenin,  Bolsheviks  established  a communist  state  in 
Russia.  The  goal  of  the  Communist  Party  was  to  achieve  a classless  society  based  on  the  ideal  of 

equality. 

The  Communist  Party  was  the  only  party  in  the  Soviet  Union.  It  had  no  opposition.  Although  the  Party 
was  organized  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  a democratic  institution,  in  practice  its  highest  organ,  the 
Politburo,  made  all  policy  decisions.  The  government  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  received  its  directions 
from  the  Communist  Party. 

Although  there  were  elections  in  the  former  Soviet  Union,  until  the  late  1980s  there  was  no  choice  of 
candidate.  This  example  of  controlled  participation  was  one  of  many  techniques  of  dictatorship  by 
which  the  Communist  Party  maintained  its  control.  Using  other  techniques  such  as  indoctrination,  the 
Communist  Party  tried  to  ensure  its  future  success. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Joseph  Stalin,  the  dictatorship  reached  totalitarian  dimensions.  Under  the 
leadership  of  General  Secretary  Gorbachev,  the  Communist  system  began  changing  in  response  to 
internal  pressures  for  reform.  These  changes  shifted  the  political  system’s  emphasis  from  equality  to 
a recognition  of  the  needs  of  the  individual. 
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Enrichment 

1 . The  collapse  of  communism  led  to  the  end  of  the  former  empire.  The  military  has  been  reduced. 
Soaring  inflation  has  made  buying  food  very  expensive.  Unemployment  exists  and  people  are  no 
longer  guaranteed  jobs.  National  pride  has  been  lost;  some  people  feel  disgust,  despair,  and  perhaps 
even  anger.  Some  people  may  be  lured  by  the  promise  to  renew  Russian  greatness. 

2.  Political  agreement  by  different  factions  within  the  government  will  be  needed.  People  will  have 
to  accept  the  changes  and  be  willing  to  support  the  tough  steps  required  to  move  the  country  to  a 
market  economy. 

3.  Your  response  will  depend  on  the  situations  that  develop  within  Russia  and  the  access  to  forms  of 
media  available  to  you.  It  is  important  to  keep  up  with  current  events  as  a social  studies  student. 

Section  3:  Activity  1 

1 . Fascists  rule  without  regard  to  limits  on  power.  All  authority  is  in  the  hands  of  the  leader  and  his 
supporters. 

2.  Nationalism:  The  nation  is  everything.  People  are  prepared  to  fight  and  die  for  their  country. 

Elitism:  A small  group  representing  one  leader  has  all  the  power  and  there  are  no  limits  to  its 
authority. 

Racism:  Fascists  believe  their  own  race  is  superior  and  feel  justified  in  mistreating  other  ethnic  or 
racial  groups. 

Militarism:  Military  forces  are  glorified  as  they  represent  the  ultimate  in  power. 

Section  3:  Activity  2 

1 . Simple  answers  are  given  to  complex  questions.  “Men  and  willpower”  will  solve  Italy  ’ s problems. 

2.  a.  action  b.  leadership  c.  emotion 

Section  3:  Activity  3 

1.  Voting  patterns  became  more  polarized  by  the  1930s.  Support  for  moderate  political  parties 
declined  and  support  for  left-  and  right-wing  parties  increased. 

2.  Both  left-  and  right-wing  groups  were  strong  in  the  parliament. 

3 . Communist  and  socialist  parties  were  popular  because  they  represented  the  interests  of  the  workers. 

4.  Support  for  the  Communist  Party  increased,  but  major  gains  were  made  by  the  National  Socialists. 
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Section  3:  Activity  4 

1 . The  government  would  be  intolerant,  racist,  and  authoritarian. 

2.  The  German  people  were  not  impressed  with  democracy  as  a form  of  government.  Historically,  they 
had  lived  under  an  authoritarian  form  of  government,  and  consequently  many  supported  Hitler’s 
ideas. 

3.  The  army’s  activities  would  have  made  potential  objectors  fearful  of  opposing  Hitler. 

4.  The  Communist  Party’s  platform  called  for  an  end  to  private  ownership  of  land  and  the  means  of 
production. 

5.  Hitler  could  discredit  the  party.  By  branding  them  as  criminals,  he  had  reason  to  outlaw  his  only 
real  political  challenge. 

6.  a.  • the  press  • telegraph 

• the  post  office  • telephone 

b.  Control  of  information  allows  the  government  to  control  the  thoughts  of  the  people.  They  can 

use  the  media  to  increase  support  for  government  policies. 

7.  All  expression  of  opposition  to  government  policy  would  be  suppressed. 

Section  3:  Activity  5 

1 . Your  chart  should  include  examples  of  the  following: 

• propaganda  • use  of  force 

• indoctrination  • terror 

• controlled  participation 

2.  The  “leadership  principle”  was  evident  in  Hitler’s  total  control  of  the  government.  Racism  was 
evident  in  the  Nazi  government’s  treatment  of  the  Jewish  people. 

3 . Y our  diagram  should  show  the  Fiihrer  at  the  top  with  all  arrows  depicting  the  flow  of  power  pointing 
down  to  all  other  organizations. 


Section  3:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

Italy  was  the  first  European  country  to  turn  fascist  under  the  leadership  of  Mussolini.  Adolf  Hitler  led 
a similar  political  movement  called  National  Socialism  in  Germany.  Fascism  is  based  on  principles 

of  militarism,  racism,  nationalism,  and  elitism. 
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While  it  has  been  difficult  to  determine  why  people  support  fascist  regimes,  studies  indicate  that  fascist 
governments  tend  to  come  to  power  during  times  of  crisis.  In  Germany,  the  population  was  particularly 
distressed  because  of  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  and  because  of  the  economic  depression. 

Hitler  rose  to  power  by  spreading  propaganda  and  discrediting  the  policies  of  the  opposition.  His  party 
was  particularly  opposed  to  the  policies  of  the  communist  party.  After  being  appointed  Chancellor, 
Hitler  consolidated  his  power  by  destroying  all  opposition  and  making  himself  ftihrer. 

The  Nazi  government  maintained  its  hold  on  power  by  resorting  to  techniques  of  dictatorship.  This 
included  the  activities  of  the  secret  police  who  were  especially  effective  in  using  terror  to  control  the 
people. 

The  centralization  of  power  used  by  the  Nazi  regime  was  effective  in  establishing  their  policies.  By 
controlling  everything,  the  Nazi  government  made  Germany  into  a totalitarian  state. 

Enrichment 

1 . Security,  loyalty,  and  obedience  form  the  basis  for  the  appeal  of  authoritarianism. 

2.  Self-expression,  self-assertion,  and  freedom  conflict  with  security,  loyalty,  and  obedience. 

Section  4:  Activity  1 

For  democracies,  the  arrows  representing  the  flow  of  power  should  point  up  from  the  people  to  the 
government.  In  dictatorships,  the  flow  is  reversed. 


Section  4:  Activity  2 

1.  Canadians  believe  in  what  the  students  were  seeking.  Canadians  generally  support  the  ideas  of 
political  reform  leading  to  greater  freedom  for  people.  The  students  wanted  more  open  government. 

2.  The  government  thought  the  students  were  a threat  to  public  safety  and  that  they  were  criminals  and 
were  in  defiance  of  the  state. 

3.  Techniques  of  dictatorship  include  propaganda,  use  of  force,  and  indoctrination. 

Section  4:  Activity  3 

1 . “I  can’t  afford  to  pay  you ...” 

“I’m  the  banker,  right?” 

“Do  the  rules  say  you  can’t. ..” 

2.  Calvin’ s position  is  only  effective  if  he  can  get  away  with  it;  that  is,  the  misappropriation  of  funds 
or  embezzlement  for  one’s  personal  gain. 
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3.  Misappropriation  of  funds  or  embezzlement,  especially  when  one  is  in  a position  of  responsibility 
or  trust  in  order  to  achieve  an  objective  is  undesirable. 

4.  Being  in  a position  of  responsibility  or  trust  requires  an  acceptance  of  acting  in  a responsible  manner 
and  showing  concern  for  justice.  Individuals  must  account  for  the  collective  good  in  their  actions. 


Section  4:  Activity  4 

One  example  you  should  choose  is  the  action  of  the  Soviet  government  towards  the  kulaks.  The  use  of 
force  in  collectivizing  agriculture  was  effective,  but  the  consequent  death  of  the  kulaks  was  undesirable. 

Other  examples  would  point  to  the  government’s  use  of  the  secret  police  to  monitor  and  suppress 
potential  opposition. 


Section  4:  Activity  5 

The  information  you  select  should  reveal  the  place  of  dissent  in  democracies.  If  dissent  occurs  within 
prescribed  legal  limits,  then  it  is  an  integral  part  of  the  decision-making  process.  Dissent  is  often 
effective  and  can  lead  to  desirable  change  in  society. 

Section  4:  Activity  6 

There  are  no  suggested  answers  for  this  activity. 

Section  4:  Foi Sow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 

In  each  of  the  issues  presented,  freedom  is  a factor.  In  each  case,  freedom  conflicts  with  what  can  be 
seen  as  a concern  for  the  collective  good  of  society. 

In  fact,  these  underlying  values  are  fundamental  to  the  very  nature  of  political  systems.  There  is  a need 
for  the  individual  to  find  expression,  but  there  is  also  a need  to  establish  the  collective  good.  It  is  in  trying 
to  resolve  these  two  demands  that  governments  and  individuals  are  faced  with  the  dilemma  of  choice. 

Enrichment 

1 . There  is  much  evidence  from  your  study  of  both  fascism  and  communism  to  support  this  appraisal. 
The  most  current  and  convincing  evidence,  however,  comes  from  your  work  dealing  with  the 
Chinese  government’s  action  in  Tiananmen  Square. 

2.  Answers  will  vary. 
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